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DEDICATION

Town of Hope
FAITH HART
1933 - 2012

The 2013 Annual Report is dedicated to the memory of Faith Hart. Faith was a lifelong resident
of Hope and served the Town for many years. She was Hope’s Tax Collector for 25 years and
Deputy Town Clerk for 20 years. Many of you will remember going to her house to transact
town business at her kitchen table before there was a Town Office. She always had a pleasant
smile for everyone.
Faith’s interest in public service followed a family tradition. Her father, Raymond Ludwig,
served as a Selectman in Hope, a State Legislator, and a Knox County Commissioner. Her
mother, Ellen, was Hope Town Clerk for ten years, and her sister, Ann Leadbetter, served on
Hope’s Board of Selectmen.
Faith was active in the Hope Historical Society, which she helped to found and served as
treasurer for 23 years. She was a member of the Mid-Coast Ladies’ Club, the Hope Grange,
Hobbs and Fish Ponds Association, and the Hatchet Mountain Sno-Riders. She enjoyed
reading, gardening, canning, and crossword puzzles. She and her husband, Obed, were married
for 60 years and enjoyed travelling together.
She is sadly missed by her family and friends and the citizens of Hope.
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ADMINISTRATION

Town of Hope

MUNICIPAL OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES
ADMINISTRATION
Selectmen, Assessors & Overseers of the Poor
Eric Campbell, Vice-Chair............................................................... term expires 2013
Timothy E. Pearse, Chair .................................................................term expires 2013
Jason Hall .........................................................................................term expires 2014
Wendy Pelletier ................................................................................term expires 2014
Brian Powers, Jr. .............................................................................term expires 2015
Town Administrator, GA Administrator, Treasurer .........................................Jonathan Duke
Town Clerk, Tax Collector, Deputy Treasurer, Election Warden .............. Rosanna Bowman
Registrar of Voters, Deputy Town Clerk, Deputy Tax Collector, Bookkeeper .... Mary Tolles
Deputy Town Clerk, Deputy Tax Collector ........................................................... Molly Cole
Assessors’ Agent .................................................................................................. Vern Ziegler
Addressing Officer .......................................................................................... Clarence Keller
Town Meeting Moderators ...................... Thomas Ford, Richard Crabtree, Margaret Ludwig
Election Clerks (terms expire 2014) .................. Linda Anderson, Marie Berry, Ann Bresnahan,
Barbara Campbell, Richard Crabtree, Mary Jane Doubleday, Nancy Ford,
Amy Gertner, Donna Griffith, Susan Heal, Adrian Humphreys, Mary Ireland,
James Kinnealey, Kimberley Lowe, Barbara Ludwig, Margaret Ludwig, Margaret Morse,
Melissa Nelson, Patrick Powell, Jessica Snyder, Stephanie Southworth, Brittany Spear
FINANCE
Budget Committee:
Joseph Berry.....................................................................................term expires 2013
John Jensen, Vice-Chair...................................................................term expires 2013
William Pearse, Jr. ...........................................................................term expires 2013
Janice Campbell, Secretary .............................................................. term expires 2014
Jean Ettlinger ...................................................................................term expires 2014
Terry Miller ......................................................................................term expires 2014
Mark Dierckes ..................................................................................term expires 2015
Jill Lang, Chair.................................................................................term expires 2015
Brittany Payson ................................................................................term expires 2015
Knox County Budget Committee Member (Hope Representative):
William Jones...................................................................................term expires 2016
EDUCATION
Superintendent .................................................................................................. Denis Howard
School Committee:
Judith Pearse ....................................................................................term expires 2013
Michael Pierce (appointed to fill a vacancy of a term expiring in 2013) ......term expires 2013
Samantha Pushaw ............................................................................term expires 2014
Christine Alberi ................................................................................term expires 2015
Michael Bracher ...............................................................................term expires 2015
Community School District Member:
Elizabeth Borch ................................................................................term expires 2013
______________________________________________________________________________
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Town of Hope

PUBLIC WORKS
Road Commissioner:
John Monroe ...............................................................................term expires 2014
Representatives to Mid-Coast Solid Waste Board of Directors
James Annis
Thomas Ford
PUBLIC SAFETY
Fire Chief, Fire Warden, Emergency Management Director ....................... Clarence Keller
Volunteer Firefighters:
Leonard Ames
Isaiah Backiel
Morgan Campbell
Michael Eaton, Deputy Chief
Dan Ford
Fred Holbrook, Safety Officer
Mary Holmes
Alex Ludwig, Asst. Chief – Hope Corner
Brandon Melanson
Scott Nelson
Hope Volunteer Fire Department Life Members:
Wayne Berry
Sydney Mank

Brian Payson
David Peabody
Thomas Peabody
Chris Pearse
Ginny Ryan
Ray Sisk, Asst. Chief – South Hope
Isabelle Troadec
Dana Winchenbach
Ronnie Wright
Joe Zipparo

William Pearse

Hope Volunteer Fire Department Auxiliary Members:
Wendy Eaton
Peggy Ludwig
Sue Heal
Brittany Payson
Dottie Holbrook
Ruth Winchenbach
Nancy Keller
Dottie Wright
Jodi Wright-Saastamoinen

Health Officer ............................................................................................. William Bentley
Animal Control Officer ................................................................................. Suzanne White
Animal Control Officer, Alternate ........................................................... Courtland Bennett
Inland Harbormaster .................................................................................... Justin Twitchell
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ADMINISTRATION

Town of Hope

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
Code Enforcement Officer/Local Plumbing Inspector ..................................Jonathan Duke
Planning Board:
John Fallows, Vice-Chair.............................................................. term expires 2013
Robert Hall, Jr. ..............................................................................term expires 2014
Jessica Snyder ...............................................................................term expires 2015
Juanita Hunt ..................................................................................term expires 2016
Douglas Kellough, Chair .............................................................. term expires 2016
Richard Brodis, Sr.........................................................................term expires 2017
James Owen ..................................................................................term expires 2017
Board of Appeals/Board of Assessment Review:
Mary Ireland, Secretary ................................................................ term expires 2014
Charles Crockett, Chair .................................................................term expires 2015
Thomas Ford, Vice-Chair ............................................................. term expires 2016
Steven Bowman ............................................................................term expires 2017
Ronald Wright ...............................................................................term expires 2017
COMMUNITY
Cemetery Committee:
Janice Campbell, Vice-Chair and Sexton .....................................term expires 2013
Nancy Dowling .............................................................................term expires 2013
Edgar Crowley ..............................................................................term expires 2014
Jean Ettlinger, Secretary ............................................................... term expires 2015
Bernard Holmes ............................................................................term expires 2015
Recreation Committee:
Kenneth Blakeley ..........................................................................term expires 2013
Richard Bresnahan ........................................................................term expires 2013
David Doubleday ..........................................................................term expires 2013
Robert Josselyn .............................................................................term expires 2013
Amy Root .....................................................................................term expires 2013
Erin Spencer-Mullen .....................................................................term expires 2013
Andrew Stewart ............................................................................term expires 2013
Hope Historical Society Officers:
Donovan Bowley, President
Bob Appleby, Vice President
Hope Volunteer Library Board of Directors:
Peggy Daniels
Jean Ettlinger, Treasurer
Beth Guiseley, Chair
Judith Jones, Secretary

Gwen Brodis, Treasurer
Bill Jones, Secretary

Carla Sanders
Ron Smith
Katrina Thompson

______________________________________________________________________________
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Town of Hope

ELECTED OFFICIALS
State Representative – House District #44 ....Jethro D. Pease
State House Contact Information:
Home Contact Information:
2 State House Station
287 South Main Street
Augusta, ME 04333-0002
Morrill, ME 04952
207-287-1400
207-342-5910
207-287-4469 (TTY)
RepJethro.Pease@legislature.maine.gov
www.maine.gov/legis/house
State Senator – State District #22 ..................Edward J. Mazurek
State House Contact Information:
Home Contact Information:
3 State House Station
3065 Beech Street
Augusta, ME 04333-0003
Rockland, ME 04841
207-287-1515
207-594-5647
800-423-6900 (messages)
207-543-0017
207-287-1583 (TTY)
www.legislature.maine.gov/senate
U.S. Senator Susan Collins
413 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-1904
202-224-2523 (Wash. D.C. office)
207-622-8414 (Augusta, ME office)
www.collins.senate.gov
U.S. Representative Chellie Pingree
1318 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6116
Maine office – 207-774-5019
www.pingree.house.gov/contact

U.S. Senator Angus King
Suite SR-188 Russell Building
Washington, DC 20510-1905
202-224-8344 (Wash. D.C. office)
207-622-8292 (Augusta, ME office)
www.king.senate.gov

Want to see a sample ballot before an election?
They are posted at least seven days before each
election at the Town Office, Hope Elementary
School, Hope General Store, Pushaw’s Trading
Post (if open), and at www.hopemaine.org.
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Town of Hope

CHAIR
Tim Pearse
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

From left: Tim Pearse (Chair), Eric Campbell (Vice Chair), Wendy Pelletier, Brian Powers, Jr. Not shown: Jason Hall

Another year has come and gone; spring is here and it always makes me optimistic about what
lies ahead.
The revised Land Use Ordinance that we all voted on last November will hopefully make any
future projects in Hope happen a little more smoothly. Although the future of the Union
Chemical site remains unresolved, I am sure things will be happening soon. This is the end of
my second three-year term, and I wish to thank everyone that I had the pleasure of working with.
It has been wonderful to see how many people really care about this Town. I will never forget
this experience.
Looking for agendas or minutes for
Selectmen’s meetings? They are posted
at the Town Office, or you can go to
www.hopemaine.org, click on Selectmen
and then select Agendas and Minutes.

______________________________________________________________________________
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Town of Hope

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
Jonathan Duke
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
While the previous year saw great change with the renovation of the Town Office building, this year
has been focused on Hope’s ties to our region and beyond. Over the past six months, the Board of
Selectmen and I have been meeting with the leadership of the Camden First Aid Association
following their requests for greater funding of ambulance services in half of the Town. Camden First
Aid clearly explained the financial predicament they now find themselves in, and provided rationale
for a dramatic increase in funding for the coming fiscal year. Hearing this request from each of the
four towns served by Camden First Aid, Hope joined Camden, Lincolnville, and Rockport in
exploring all available options for providing ambulance service in our region. At present, the four
towns are reviewing these options and should have a recommendation for our Board of Selectmen to
consider soon, well in advance of the Annual Town Meeting.
In addition, the Town has re-examined its relationships with other community services including
solid waste disposal and animal control. While regional services can often provide an initial lower
price, it is important to constantly review these costs to ensure the cost is fitting with the Town’s
goals in those various departments. The issue of solid waste is a bit more challenging. While our
interlocal agreement with the other Mid-Coast Solid Waste communities is relatively easy to extract
ourselves from, Hope is also bound to those communities due to DEP regulations that also must be
met. In the end, the cost to leave Mid-Coast Solid Waste would be too great to justify.
Internally, the greatest change to Hope’s town government came with the adoption of the new Land
Use Ordinance in November. 965 Hope voters came out to the polls to elect a President, and to
decide whether to adopt a land use ordinance that was four years in the making. The Planning Board
and I worked hand in hand from the work compiled by the former Ordinance Review Committee to
provide better clarity in the document’s wording, improved consistency, and what we all hope is a
more streamlined path for those who wish to build. Chairman Tug Kellough and the entire Planning
Board are owed the Town’s thanks for the tremendous undertaking they completed with great
success.
Lastly, the Board of Selectmen have taken careful steps to convince the EPA and Maine DEP to
begin the transition of moving the Union Chemical property out of the bureaucratic limbo it finds
itself in, and into a place where Hope’s citizens can take action on the property’s future. The EPA
will likely hold community meetings this summer to asses Hope’s willingness to formally complete
the cleanup of the site. The Town has taken great pains to ensure it is not putting our community into
any sort of dangerous position legally in regards to Union Chemical.
Our Town Staff has been incredible this year in the face of many challenges. Mary Tolles, Rosie
Bowman, John Monroe, and Clarence Keller continue to serve Hope with distinction and deserve a
great deal of thanks for the hours of effort they put in to make this town great. I’d also be remiss if I
did not thank the Board of Selectmen, and in particular, Tim Pearse and Eric Campbell, whose
combined length of service on the Board is 18 years. Their leadership will be missed, but we thank
them for the time they’ve devoted to making Hope an outstanding place to live and work.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Annual Report 2012 – 2013

9

ADMINISTRATION

Town of Hope

TOWN CLERK
Rosanna Bowman

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012

Vital Statistics
Number of births recorded
Number of marriages recorded
Number of deaths recorded

9
6
7

Name
Martha E. Mosher
Robert Lowberg
Thomas J. McGrath
Virginia M. Wimley
Genevieve I. Perpall
Earlene Grant
Ardith L. Millay

Date of Death
July 23, 2011
November 5, 2011
February 7, 2012
February 7, 2012
March 29, 2012
March 31, 2012
May 29, 2012

Place of Death
Rockport
Hope
Rockport
Rockport
Rockport
Rockport
Rockport

Age
97
81
67
74
89
73
78

Town Fees Collected
Auto Excise Tax
Boat Excise Tax
Building Permits
Plumbing Permits
Motor Vehicle Agent Fees
Recreational Vehicle Agent Fees
Photocopies
Copies of Vital Records
Marriage Licenses
Planning Board
Sale of Maps and Publications
Inland Fisheries & Wildlife Agent Fees
Dog Licenses
Dog Ordinance Fines
Returned Check Charges
Sale of Cemetery Lots
Total

FY 2009
$239,725
4,020
6,491
1,745
4,635
329
161
1,065
370
350
457
441
1,639
250
120
0
$261,798

FY 2010
$229,967
3,646
10,617
1,756
4,182
314
171
640
150
103
195
403
2,052
295
135
1,200
$255,826

FY 2011
$224,944
3,319
9,323
1,293
4,050
354
388
1,147
288
500
242
364
2,618
500
112
0
$249,442

FY2012
$234,523
4,323
17,037
2,490
4,059
332
162
661
252
0
145
369
1,506
550
95
800
$267,304

State Fees Collected and Sent to State
Bureau of Motor Vehicle
Inland Fisheries & Wildlife
Dog Licenses
Plumbing Permits
Vital Records

$60,512
17,995
1,567
557
0

$57,640
18,088
1,419
587
0

$55,251
18,307
1,358
635
217

$55,830
16,959
1,196
990
128

$80,631

$77,734

$75,768

$75,103

$4,373
131
$4,504

$3,198
128
$3,326

$3,086
0
$3,086

$2,557
0
$2,557

Total
Mid-Coast Solid Waste Fees
Pay-as-you-Throw Bags
Solid Waste Stickers
Total

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Town of Hope

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS
Mary Tolles
REGISTRAR OF VOTERS

Hope residents who are eligible to vote may register at the Town Office during regular business
hours or at the polls on Election Day. Proof of residency is required at the time of registration.
If this is your first time registering to vote in Maine, you must also bring proof of identification,
such as a driver’s license or other photo ID. You may also register to vote when you register
your automobile at a Branch Office of the Bureau of Motor Vehicles. You may register by mail
with a card supplied by the Secretary of State, but you must enclose a copy of your driver’s
license. Seventeen-year-olds may register to vote if they will be eighteen before the next
Election Day. Only registered voters may vote at Town Meetings and at the polls.
To vote in a primary election or participate in a caucus, you must be enrolled in a party. If you
are unenrolled, you may enroll in a party at any time, including election day. However, if you
are changing parties, you must do so at least 15 days before that party’s caucus or primary. You
may change or withdraw party enrollment only after three months of enrollment in one of the
three recognized political parties in Maine – Democratic, Republican, or Green Independent.
Please note that although some unenrolled candidates and voters choose to designate themselves
as “Independent,” there is no “Independent” party in Maine.
In Maine, a registered voter may vote by absentee ballot for any reason. Absentee ballots are
available 30 days before an election, and voters can apply in person at the Town Office, by mail,
by phone, or on the internet from the Secretary of State’s website. There is a link to that site at
www.hopemaine.org.

Registered Voters as of June 30, 2012
394
318
58
2
390
1,162

Republicans
Democrats
Green Independent
Americans Elect (no longer a qualified political party in Maine)
Unenrolled
Total Registered Voters

The following elections were held in the fiscal year July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012:
November 8, 2011
May 21, 2012
June 12, 2012
June 18, 2012

General Election
Special Town Meeting – School Budget
Municipal Election
Annual Town Meeting

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Town of Hope
HOPE PROFILE

Population per 2010 census
1,536
Area in acres
15,232
Area in square miles
23.8
Miles of Town roads
18.75
Miles of State Aid roads
14.47
Miles of State Highway
1.94
Registered voters as of June 30, 2012
1,162
Property valuation base as of April 1, 2012
$194,460,100
Number of land parcels as of April 1, 2012
1,203
Number of Homestead Exemptions as of April 1, 2012
458
2012-2013 tax rate per $1000 of valuation (mil rate)
$12.90
Certified assessment ratio
100%

Hobbs Pond South in Fall

photo by Scott Horty
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Town of Hope

Assessors’ Agent
C. Vernon Ziegler, CMA
ASSESSORS’ AGENT REPORT

Today is March 13, 2013 and my annual report to the town usually focuses on the past year or
currently available property tax relief. This year profound changes have been proposed to the
Maine Legislature for the 2014-2015 biennial budget. I believe that it is a proper role for your
assessors’ agent to present to you the impact these changes could have on the property tax.
At a meeting I attended two weeks ago in the Town of Windsor, Senator Chris Johnson provided
a handout that highlighted the proposals that will impact the property tax. The proposed budget
will eliminate municipal revenue sharing; shift the cost for teacher retirement to the towns;
reduce funding to school districts; eliminate property tax relief programs for anyone under the
age of 65; eliminate the Business Equipment Tax Relief program; limit the Business Equipment
Tax Exemption; and reassign truck excise tax from the municipalities to the state. These changes
will shift $425,000,000 in taxes to property taxpayers.
This chart, provided by Maine Revenue Services, will help to explain what an additional
$425,000,000 in property taxes means to the people of Maine.
Category
Income Tax
Sales & Use Tax
Property Tax
Total Collected

2011 Amount
Collected

2011 % of
Total

$1,420,981,133
$923,688,468
$2,100,857,920
$4,445,527,521

32%
21%
47%
100%

In 2011, the most recent year available to show annual total tax collections, 47% of the total
taxes collected in the State of Maine were property taxes. Shifting $425,000,000 in tax
collections from the income tax and sales/use tax to the property tax with the same amount of
total collections will increase the total property tax collected to $2,525,857,920 which is 57% of
the total tax collections. Statewide, property taxes have to increase by 20% to raise an additional
$425,000,000. That is a significant increase to the property owners of Maine.
Individually, you can talk with your legislators if you agree that a potential 20% increase in the
property tax will be a burden to you. If the elimination of property tax relief programs for
taxpayers under age 65 is enacted, taxpayers 65 and over will most likely need to reapply to their
local assessor to retain their existing tax exemptions. If that is the case, I will post notice at the
town office. If you want to call me to see if re-application is necessary, please call anytime. My
schedule is available at the Town Office.
I appreciate your dedicated Town Office Staff and their assistance as well as the support of your
Board of Assessors. Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your Assessors’ Agent.
______________________________________________________________________________
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Town of Hope

CHAIR
Jill Lang
BUDGET COMMITTEE REPORT

Front row from left: Jan Campbell, Jill Lang, Brittany Payson
Rear row from left: John Jensen, Bill Pearse, Jr., Mark Dierckes, Joe Berry
Not pictured: Terry Miller, Jean Ettlinger

Dear Hope Taxpayer,
Each year brings new challenges to our economy. It's a big world out there, with international
and national issues trickling down to the state level and right into our town office on Camden
Road. It is the job of the Hope Budget Committee to meet with our other elected officials -selectmen and school board members -- to discuss the spending plans that will be funded by our
property taxes.
Geography and the circumstances of politics force us to abide by the decisions made in
Washington and Augusta without much direct input. This can be a helpless feeling.
Here at home, however, there is plenty of opportunity for input. The decisions we make at the
polls here in Hope and at the Hope Town Meeting each June are ours alone. Annually, you have
the right to help decide the spending plans, school and municipal, fueled by your property taxes.
Of course, you have the opportunity for input every day of the year. Call a selectman. Go to a
meeting. Have you ever met our town administrator? Your voice, and your vote, matter. Change
requires action...one new voice can make a difference.
Your budget committee humbly asks that you consider becoming more involved in town affairs.
The easiest thing to do is to log on to www.hopemaine.org, check the meeting schedule and
familiarize yourself with some of the issues facing the town. A great place to start would be
Town Meeting on June 17 at 7 p.m. at the Hope Elementary School.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Jill Lang
207-763-3712
______________________________________________________________________________
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Town of Hope

TAX COLLECTOR
Rosanna Bowman
TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT

Personal Property Taxes Unpaid as of June 30, 2012

2011 Tax Liens Unpaid as of June 30, 2012

B. Melanson & L. Robinson
B. Melanson & L. Robinson
Marlin Leasing
B. Melanson & L. Robinson
B. Melanson & L. Robinson
Michael Eaton
B. Melanson & L. Robinson
Michael Eaton
B. Melanson & L. Robinson
Michael Eaton
B. Melanson & L. Robinson
Michael Eaton
B. Melanson & L. Robinson
John Power
*Walter Stinson
Michael Eaton
*Robert Gardner
William Huntington
B. Melanson & L. Robinson
John Power
*Walter Stinson
*Robert Gardner
Michael Eaton
William Huntington
B. Melanson & L. Robinson
John Power
*Walter Stinson

*Irving & Dolores Bassett Heirs
*Geoffrey Bosser
*Luke Church, Jr.
*Chris Feener
*Chris Feener
*Gretchen Giles
*Donna & James Jillson
*Steven Jones
*Sandra & Esmond Kaler
*Sharon Kolb
*Carolie Larner Heirs
*Carolie Larner Heirs
*Carolie Larner Heirs
*Bonny Longley
*Bonny & Michael Longley
*Keith & Mary Ludwig
*B. Melanson & L. Robinson
*B. Melanson & L. Robinson
*Bruce Melanson
*Bruce Melanson
*Fred & Gretchen Merrifield
*John & Raymond Merrifield
*William Neils
*Paul Payson
*Paul Payson
*Paul Payson
*Paul Payson
*Richard Payson
*Sherry Payson
*Christopher Rogers
*Kevin Stockbridge
*Paul & Patricia Tetreault
*Greg & Katrina Thompson
*Katrina & Greg Thompson
*Jason & Alison Turnbull
*David Patrick Wellman
*Sam & Stacy Whitley

2003
2004
2005
2005
2006
2007
2007
2008
2008
2009
2009
2010
2010
2010
2010
2011
2011
2011
2011
2011
2011
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012

$1,619
2,621
108
2,636
2,936
13
1,248
13
1,263
13
1,253
12
1,174
37
15
11
5
371
1,103
35
14
78
11
708
1,048
33
13

2012 Abatements Granted
Connie Holtson
Lewis & Florance Merrifield
J. Christopher Pinchbeck
Miriam & Richard Riefe
Scott & Sheryl Young

$466
13
1,043
1,024
294

$922
1,861
590
624
659
1,839
1,036
2,176
421
1,524
1,315
3,130
1,348
1,398
5,700
1,509
271
276
1,891
2,257
569
188
882
5,257
6,330
79
66
603
1,022
645
147
1,284
504
3,825
5,722
3,204
3,101

2012 Tree Growth Withdrawal Penalty
Walter & Barbara Campbell (paid)

$1,320

*Paid after June 30, 2012

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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Town of Hope
2012 Real Estate Taxes Unpaid as of June 30, 2012

*David & Robin Agnor
Bonnie Allen
*Jodi Backiel
*J. & Louise Bakley
Irving & Dolores Bassett Heirs
Timothy & Diane Baum
Joel Blemaster
*Stephen Boerger
*Stephen Boerger & J. Lovejoy
Geoffrey Bosser
*William & June Brown
Joshua Carle
*Nancy Carlson et al
Robert & Gayle Carpentier
*Robert & Gayle Carpentier
*Kevin & Dawn Chapin
Luke Church, Jr.
*Christy Cokinis
*Dana & Dawn Cote
*Leanne Cousins
*Eric & Bethany Crabtree
*Jane Crabtree
*Todd & Shelley Crabtree
*Brian & Dawn Crittenden
*Bernard & Jane Dinsmore
*Michael Dodge & C. Tooley
*Daniel & Ruth Ann Dowling
*Aurolyn Downing
*Douglas Durkee
*Bethany Dyer
*Hildy Ellis
*Jeffrey & Virginia Fanelli
*Jeffrey & Virginia Fanelli
Chris Feener
*Chris Feener
*James & Jean Fine
*Lenda Mae Fish
*Bernard & Christine Garrigan
Daniel Gilbert
*Gretchen Giles
*William Gould
*Mark Hannibal & M. Cressler
*James & Kimberly Harrison
*Judith Hobbs
Bruce Jarry
Donna & James Jillson
Steven Jones
Sandra & Esmond Kaler
*Sandra & Esmond Kaler
Douglas Kelly
Douglas Kelly

$2,193
1,124
1,456
1,231
837
3,698
5,199
337
773
1,722
39
663
1,282
504
65
1,577
1,993
1,163
3,422
647
1,529
220
1,265
1,826
802
1,063
586
1,020
1,698
830
789
178
328
734
551
4,352
3,449
5,838
939
1,897
1,574
1,221
2,866
1,029
365
945
2,021
703
358
5,258
3,642

*Sharon Kolb
Mark Kotkiewicz
Carolie Larner Heirs
Carolie Larner Heirs
Carolie Larner Heirs
Carolie Larner Heirs
*Joshua Leavitt
*Thomas Leeper
*Bonny Longley
*Evelyn Luce
Keith & Mary Ludwig
*Stephen & Robin Mahoney
*Charles & Rebecca Martz
*Charles & Rebecca Martz
*Charles & Rebecca Martz
*Clint & Bonnie Martz
*Robin & Terry Martz
*Lurana McCreadie & Paul Fairfield
B. Melanson & L. Robinson
B. Melanson & L. Robinson
Bruce Melanson
Bruce Melanson
Fred & Gretchen Merrifield
John & Raymond Merrifield
Randall & Claudia Merrifield
*Michael & Pam Miller
William Neils
*Tammy O’Brian
*James & Cynthia Ostrowski
Paul Payson
*Paul Payson
Paul Payson
*Paul Payson
*Richard Payson
Sherry Payson
Eric & Katherine Pearse
*Peter Pease
*Winston Pendleton
Peter & Donna Perry
Peter & D. Perry and M. Upton
*John & Rachel Power
*David & Penelope Rich
*Mark Rixon
L. Robinson & B. Melanson
Christopher Rogers
Carolyn & William Russell
*Carla Sanders
*Melissa Scott
*Kenneth & Sally Siriani
Karl & Jennifer Smith
*Jane Spurrier

$2,728
1,097
1,207
2,936
21
1,241
422
1,314
1,287
2,008
1,384
2,498
194
197
738
2,033
1,617
453
215
220
2,232
1,750
791
483
2,055
38
796
198
3,568
5,981
21
4,954
34
525
929
3,239
463
687
3,862
1,417
4,347
2,263
318
983
1,938
2,391
2,533
1,662
681
2,351
2,815

*Paid after June 30, 2012
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2012 Real Estate Taxes Unpaid as of June 30, 2012 (continued)

*Walter Stinson
Kevin Stockbridge
*Megan Strout
*Bruce & Denise Tailby
Paul & Patricia Tetreault
*Jennifer Thieme
*Wayne & Lynn Thomas
*Greg & Katrina Thompson
*Greg & Katrina Thompson
*Donald Tibbetts
*Margaret Tracy

379
1,937
1,408
640
1,178
1,696
936
437
3,589
489
1,713

*Jason & Alison Turnbull
*Yves Vitasse et al
*W. Weidman & T. Withee
*W. Weidman & T. Withee
*David Patrick Wellman
*David Patrick Wellman
*David Patrick Wellman
*Kristopher & Jessica Welt
Sam & Stacy Whitley
*Robert Wright, Jr.
*Scott & Sheryl Young

5,381
2,993
66
1,405
783
3,118
1,105
660
2,900
1,236
439

*Paid after June 30, 2012

Timeline for the assessment and collection of property taxes:
By state statute (36 M.R.S.A. §502), property taxes are assessed to the owner of record as of
April 1 each year. The commitment date is usually in July. This is the date that the Board of
Assessors certifies the Town’s total valuation, sets the mil rate, and commits the total amount of
taxes due to the Tax Collector for collection. Tax due dates are set at Town Meeting. In the
recent past the due dates have been September 30 (first half due) and April 30 (second half due).
Taxes not paid by the due date are subject to interest, and that rate is also set at Town Meeting.
Names of taxpayers who still have an outstanding balance as of June 30 are listed in the Town
Report (30-A M.R.S.A. §2801).
Sometime between eight and twelve months after the commitment date (in Hope it is usually
about eleven months after commitment) a “30-day notice” is sent by certified mail to anyone
who still has unpaid real estate taxes. The notice states that if the balance, plus interest and fees,
is not paid within 30 days, then a lien will be placed on the property. The lien date is usually in
August. Once the total amount outstanding is paid, the lien is discharged. Approximately
seventeen months after the lien date, another notice (the “45-day notice”) is sent by certified mail
to anyone who still has an outstanding balance. If taxes, plus interest and fees, are not paid in
full within eighteen months after the lien date, the property automatically forecloses, and the
Town owns it. This is not something the Town of Hope has any control over; it is by state
statute (36 M.R.S.A. §943).
Here is an example, using owners of record as of April 1, 2013:
Taxes committed and bills mailed – approximately July 23, 2013
First half due – October 1, 2013 (first business day after September 30)
Second half due – April 30, 2014
30-day notices will be sent – approximately July 11, 2014
Lien date – approximately August 12, 2014
45-day notices will be sent – approximately January 5, 2016
Foreclosure date – approximately February 12, 2016
Over 2 ½ years elapse between the commitment date and the foreclosure date.
___________________________________________________________________________________________
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BOOKKEEPER
Mary Tolles
TREASURER’S REPORT

Amount Spent
July 1, 2011 –
June 30, 2012

Administration – Salaries
Selectmen
Town Administrator
Town Clerk/Tax Collector
Deputy Town Clerk
Bookkeeper
Custodian
Town Meeting Moderator
Election Clerks
FICA/Medicare
Health Insurance
Workers’ Compensation Insurance
Unemployment Insurance
Subtotal
General Administration
Property/Liability Insurance
Repair and Maintenance
Telephone
Website
Training and Workshops
Printing
Supplies
Software Licenses
Memberships
Postage
Mileage
Equipment
Copier Loan
Advertising
Fees
Miscellaneous
Subtotal
Animal Control

Amount Budgeted
July 1, 2012 –
June 30, 2013

Amount Spent
July 1, 2012 –
April 30, 2013

$ 4,100
46,998
21,309
2,240
25,786
1,876
185
930
9,281
23,081
2,198
2,484
$140,468

$ 4,100
48,223
21,426
2,605
23,439
3,579
200
660
9,400
27,868
2,250
1,850
$145,600

$ 3,075
39,877
18,060
1,070
18,715
1,566
0
637
7,370
22,903
1,997
1,683
$116,953

$11,397
2,669
1,670
360
525
2,129
2,304
6,632
2,347
2,963
741
2,841
1,952
162
2,101
134
$40,927

$12,537
2,437
1,720
500
1,000
2,040
2,500
7,281
2,376
3,300
666
3,000
0
750
2,080
500
$42,687

$10,927
1,475
1,190
405
342
0
1,604
7,451
2,330
1,783
256
1,133
0
107
2,011
109
$31,123

$9,751

$9,755

$10,043

______________________________________________________________________________
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Amount Spent
July 1, 2011 –
June 30, 2012

Public Safety**
Fire Chief Stipend
Volunteer Firefighters Stipends
Emergency Mgmt. Director Stipend
Loan Payment
Workers’ Comp. Supplemental Ins.
Repair and Maintenance
Security
Electricity
Heat
Telephone
Training/Workshops
Supplies
Software Licenses
Memberships
Postage
Equipment
Fuel
Subtotal

Amount Budgeted
July 1, 2012 –
June 30, 2013

Amount Spent
July 1, 2012 –
April 30, 2013

$ 2,000
6,000
1,500
59,828
766
14,635
573
1,969
4,437
1,146
1,700
103
160
474
45
5,430
1,880
$102,646

$ 2,000
6,000
1,500
58,213
800
12,650
570
2,018
6,035
1,202
1,500
400
160
250
45
5,525
1,600
$100,468

$ 1,500
3,000
1,125
58,208
766
6,958
540
1,260
3,757
920
810
323
160
283
0
2,062
1,136
$82,808

$2,000
4,165
$6,165

$2,000
3,661
$5,661

$2,000
3,661
$5,661

Municipal Building
Mowing
Shoveling
Security System
Repair and Maintenance
Electricity
Heat
Supplies & Equipment
Subtotal

$ 8,175
1,270
288
4,943
2,090
3,996
2,164
$22,926

$ 8,100
2,550
523
2,500
2,950
4,500
700
$21,823

$ 5,786
2,550
288
360
1,261
2,503
682
$13,430

Recreation
Repair and Maintenance
Equipment Rental
Subtotal

$ 86
1,145
$1,231

$ 500
1,200
$1,700

$ 66
1,100
$1,166

Street Lights

$1,239

$1,365

$947

Ambulance Services
Camden Ambulance Service
Union Ambulance Service
Subtotal

**County dispatch fees have been reclassified from Public Safety to County Taxes to be consistent with the FY2014
budget.
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Amount Spent
July 1, 2011 –
June 30, 2012

Roads
Road Commissioner Stipend
Plowing and Sanding
Annual Paving
Repair and Maintenance
Electricity
Supplies – Sand and Salt
Supplies – Other
Subtotal

$

Amount Spent
July 1, 2012 –
April 30, 2013

150
90,854
106,765
161,812
393
7,738
22,319
$390,031

150
94,488
114,789
107,529
500
36,700
0
$354,156

113
94,488
95,049
67,941
297
30,543
7,469
$295,900

Sanitation
Mid-Coast Solid Waste
Septic Contract
Subtotal

$43,155
2,300
$45,455

$48,307
2,300
$50,607

$48,307
2,300
$50,607

Professional Services
Legal
Assessing
Audit
Other
Subtotal

$ 4,667
12,537
3,600
1,500
$22,304

$ 7,000
13,760
3,600
1,600
$25,960

$ 5,468
10,750
3,600
1,725
$21,543

General Assistance

$4,186

$3,000

$485

Cemeteries

$3,866

$6,114

$3,667

Capital Improvements
Fire Truck Replacement Fund
Office Equipment and Software
Subtotal

$20,000
1,500
$21,500

$20,000
8,100
$28,100

$
0
8,100
$8,100

Total Municipal Expenditures

$ 812,695

$ 796,996

$ 642,433

Elementary Education – (K-8)
Secondary Education – (9-12)
Adult Education – CSD
County Tax
County Dispatch Fees**

1,342,092
548,318
12,455
166,032
30,496

1,436,626
516,751
11,191
170,073
38,369

995,607
473,688
10,258
167,140
37,897

$2,912,088

$2,970,006

$2,327,023

Total

$

Amount Budgeted
July 1, 2012 –
June 30, 2013

$

**County dispatch fees have been reclassified from Public Safety to County Taxes to be consistent with the FY2014
budget.
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BUDGET COMPARISON
2014
Proposed
Budget

Municipal budget (Warrant Article 11)
County tax assessment
Hope Elementary School (K-8)
Five-Town CSD (High School/Adult Ed)
Abatements and overlay
Revenue (Warrant Article 10)
Use of fund balance
Amount to be raised by property taxes
Total Valuation Base
Mil rate

2013
Approved
Budget

$ 763,056
214,518
1,416,913
553,707
25,000 est.
(323,250)
(80,000)
$2,569,944

$ 796,382*
208,442*
1,355,733
527,942
28,286
(398,250)
(10,000)
$2,508,535

$195,500,000 est.

$194,460,100

$13.15 est.

$12.90

For every $20,000 change in amount to be raised, there is a corresponding mil rate change of
10 cents.
2013-2014

Municipal
15%

2012-2013

County 8%
Schools
77%

LD1 calculation:
2013 Municipal Property Tax Levy Limit (LD1 cap)
Growth factor (calculation available upon request)
Increase in State Revenue Sharing
2014 Municipal Property Tax Levy Limit (LD1 cap)
2014 Municipal budget
$ 763,056
Revenue
(323,250)
Use of fund balance
(80,000)
2014 core municipal commitment
359,806
LD1 cap for 2014
443,147
Amount by which budget exceeds LD1 cap
$ (83,341)

Municipal
17%
County 8%

Schools
75%

$438,666
10,353
(5,872)
$443,147

*Note: The 2014 Municipal Budget no longer includes county dispatch fees, which are $38,778
in 2014. These are now included in the County Tax Assessment. 2013 budget amounts have
been reclassified to be comparable to the 2014 amounts.
______________________________________________________________________________
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A complete copy of the audit
can also be found under Finance
at www.hopemaine.org .
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HOPE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BUDGET SUMMARY
(See Special Town Meeting Warrant on page 70.)
Budget
2012-2013
REVENUES
EPS State Allocation
EPS Local Allocation
Local Debt Service Allocation
Carryover
Additional Local
Total Revenue
Summary:
State Share
Local Share
Carryover
Total Revenue
EXPENSES
School Committee
Superintendent
Principal
Special Education Office
Kindergarten Instruction
K-8 Regular Instruction
Special Education Instruction
Gifted and Talented
Student Activities – Co-Curricular
Student Activities – Athletics
Guidance
Instructional Staff Training
Library
Instructional Technology
Sub Coordinator
Health Services
Student Assessment
Building Operations and Maintenance
Transportation
Debt Service
Total Expenses
Net Budget

Proposed
Budget
2013-2014

Inc (Dec)
From
Prior Year

Percent
Change

$ 359,108
1,040,559
39,289
80,893
275,885
$1,795,734

$ 435,088
1,140,459
37,734
72,644
238,720
$1,924,645

$ 75,980
99,900
(1,555)
(8,249)
(37,165)
$128,911

21.2%
9.6%
(4.0%)
(10.2)%
(13.5)%
7.2%

$ 359,108
1,355,733
80,893
$1,795,734

435,088
1,416,913
72,644
1,924,645

$75,980
61,180
(8,249)
$128,911

21.2%
4.5%
(10.2)%
7.2%

$

11,122
67,738
159,368
34,312
53,692
683,664
234,018
2,000
13,696
12,768
36,448
14,768
33,282
54,061
969
1,135
32,125
213,004
98,275
39,289
$1,795,734

11,835
85,124
159,325
40,789
59,467
748,800
277,691
2,000
13,848
12,967
38,002
6,588
33,074
64,631
1,080
1,135
33,591
198,264
98,700
37,734
1,924,645

$ 713
17,386
(43)
6,477
5,775
65,136
43,673
0
152
199
1,554
(8,180)
(208)
10,570
111
0
1,466
(14,740)
425
(1,555)
$128,911

6.4%
25.7%
(0.0%)
18.9%
10.8%
9.5%
18.7%
0.0%
1.1%
1.6%
4.3%
(55.4%)
(0.6%)
19.6%
11.5%
0.0%
4.6%
(6.9%)
0.4%
(4.0%)
7.2%

$0

$0

Hope Elementary School

$0

0.0%

photo by Bill Bentley
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PRINCIPAL
Carol Hathorne
HOPE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL REPORT
2012 National Blue Ribbon School
2013 National Title I Distinguished School
What a year! We have been significantly honored this year with two national awards. In the fall
we were chosen as a National Blue Ribbon School. Only 8% of the schools in this country have
been selected for this award in the twenty-eight years it has been in existence. In January we
were informed that we were one of two schools in the state of Maine selected as a National Title
I Distinguished School. Both awards point out the hard work that is ongoing to provide a high
quality educational program for ALL students. Thank you to everyone for helping to make this
happen.
New members to our school family this year have been Shelly Burcalow as music teacher, Kim
Flewelling as Speech therapist, and Nibby Browning, Doug Hayward, Nancy Benner and Anna
Muether as Educational Technicians. It’s always nice to bring in new talented individuals to add
to our knowledge base.
School safety has once again been in the spotlight, and Hope Elementary has continued to review
policies and procedures as well as practice drills to make sure that everyone knows what needs to
be done in an emergency. We are also adding increased security measures by installing a front
door video-monitoring system that will allow office personnel to identify visitors before they
enter the building. Grants have been written to help support this expense.
Hope students have also distinguished themselves this year in both athletics (Runners-up in Coed
Soccer for the Busline League) and academics (three trophies for our Math Team – one for first
place – in this, their second year of competition.)
It is with mixed emotions that I write this, my last, Hope Town Report. I have had the privilege
of being the Principal of Hope Elementary School for thirteen years – the best years of my fortyyear career. I have met wonderful people who I hope will remain my friends forever. I have
learned a lot, and I hope I have taught a lot. So, I thank you for your love and support, and
please continue to take good care of Hope Elementary School.
Information about local
schools is available at
www.hopemaine.org.
Click here for the Hope
Elementary School website.

Click here for the Camden
Hills Regional High School
website.
______________________________________________________________________________
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SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
Elaine Nutter
FIVE TOWN CSD
Camden Hills Regional High School is an excellent secondary school, with a well- deserved
reputation for graduating 93% of attending students, many of them ready for very competitive
colleges and universities. Students have an enviable array of choices among co-curricular and
extra-curricular activities to develop their leadership, skills and interests. Our student athletics
are very competitive, and still win good sportsmanship awards. The performances of students in
the arts are breathtaking. Many of our students participate in global travel and cultural
experiences. The range of course offerings and electives is extensive, with many students
achieving college credits during their high school career.
In spite of these many successes and more, Camden Hills Regional High School continually
reviews and improves how we educate students in order to remain competitive. Before the
beginning of the 2012-2013 school year, the Five Town CSD Board of Directors and school
administrators met and identified the current social and economic conditions that are driving the
need for massive change in education. We know that our schools are great schools. But we also
know that there are increasing pressures on public education. We know that the total resources
available for educating our students will be staying the same or even decreasing in the future, not
increasing. That means that we have to learn to do more and get an improved result with less.
We also know that demographics in the Northeast, and midcoast Maine in particular are
changing. There is a general decrease in the proportion of school aged children, and increase in
the average age of the population. We have also seen an increase in the percentage of students
who are eligible for free or reduced lunch because of family income level. We know that
competition is increasing. All students need to learn to high levels of achievement in order to be
competitive globally and ready for college, work and citizenship.
Based upon these changing local and world conditions, the Five Town CSD Board selected three
goals to focus the work of the Five Town CSD school system. The first goal is to improve
technology. Technology has the capacity to extend student learning beyond the traditional
school day and to make location irrelevant. It is possible to connect teachers and students across
the globe, and to put vast amounts of information in students’ hands instantly. We need to
rethink even something as traditional as report cards, progress reports, and teacher conferences,
as information about student progress is available 24 hours a day. The second goal is to
implement standards for high student achievement and to guarantee student proficiency. For
teachers and students, this means being very clear about the goals of learning, and being specific
about whether or not students have demonstrated achievement of those goals. For CHRHS, it
means developing a system so that graduation is tied to evidence of proficiency. The third goal
is to develop a system to proactively evaluate every part of the school system and make decisions
based on how effectively and efficiently programs are operating. This is part of an attitude of
continual improvement that makes the best even better.
There are many other accomplishments of staff and students this year that could be cited in this
report. I encourage citizens to visit the school website at Fivetowns.net or better yet, attend a
sports event, performance or school event to see firsthand the great things that are happening at
Camden Hills Regional High School.
______________________________________________________________________________
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MID-COAST SOLID WASTE CORPORATION
P.O. BOX 1016
ROCKPORT, ME 04856
Tel: 207-236-2467~Fax: 207-236-7968
James A. Guerra, Manager

As I finish my fifth year managing MCSW, some of the changes made are less visible than
others. An example of this is that since FY 2008, we have been able to drop our assessment to
the tax base by about $189,000. This has required not only decreases in staffing levels and
increased repairs and maintenance, but also investment in more efficient hauling practices and
collection of recyclables. Of course, and here it comes, the downward trend cannot go on
indefinitely.
The primary driver increasing our overall cost is not the operation itself, but the incremental
increase in our target tipping fee at PERC (our waste-to-energy plant). The target tipping fee is
based on a favorable electricity purchase contract between Bangor Hydro and PERC. Until now,
this contract has meant up to approximately $180,000 refunded to MCSW based on plant
performance and fuel (trash) deliveries to the plant. Rather than have this “performance credit”
disappear all at once, it was opted by the Municipal Review Committee overseeing PERC, to
reduce it incrementally over the next five years.
In response to this decreasing revenue trend, the MCSW Board of Directors has opted to raise
the per bag price rather than increase the tax assessment to member Towns. The good thing
about this is that there are many opportunities to reduce your overall cost by increasing your
recycling. This goal can be readily achieved. Conservative calculations show at least another
thirty percent of the waste stream being recyclable, and this facility provides the fullest spectrum
of recycling opportunities available anywhere in the State. By increasing your recycling, you
buy fewer bags, lowering your cost and the community benefits by increasing its recycling
revenue which we can then use to cover other operating costs. It is a simple concept – save and
save. You will hear more on this over the coming months as we try to improve the information
we provide you regarding recycling.
On another note, unfortunately our long-time yellow bag vendor has recently been purchased by
another company. Since this time we have had notable problems with the quality of the bags.
As a result, I am currently seeking a new vendor. If I am successful, the new bags may look a bit
different from the old. For example, the new bags may come on a roll of five; each bag being
torn from the roll via a serration. Aside from this, the quality of the sample bags I’ve seen from
the proposed vendor well exceeds the quality achieved in the past. Clearly, I will need your
______________________________________________________________________________
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feedback if there is an issue in the future, but I ask your patience if there is anything else that
may just take some getting used to. Thank you!
Lastly, please be reminded that our Annual Household Hazardous Waste Day is June 15; the
third Saturday of the month. Signs and fliers will be posted and we look forward to another
successful collection. As with last year, the fee for each unit (5 gallons or 20 lbs.) of waste will
be $10. This is a very good rate intended to help increase participation in this collection. Please
note that information will also be posted on our Facebook Page, at Mid-Coast Solid Waste
Corporation, as well as on our web page at midcoastsolidwaste.org (This is a new address!!).
Consider these two sites when looking for information regarding this facility or recycling in
general. We can be contacted with any questions you may have through either site. We would
appreciate you taking the time to “like” us when you take a look.
If you see improvement at this facility please take the time to thank your representatives to the
Board of Directors – Jim Annis and Tom Ford – and your town administrator – Jon Duke – as
they are the ones who test me and keep my mind open as we evolve a system to serve our
community’s needs in a sound and affordable way. They, like many other municipal volunteers
or employees, dedicate significant time and generously share their expertise with me making me
a better manager. I respectfully thank the Board of MCSW and our community for the
opportunity given me to make things a little bit better. See you at the facility!
Can’t remember what can be
recycled? Go to
www.hopemaine.org and hold your
cursor over “Town Services”.
When the list appears, click on
“Transfer Station” and follow this
link.
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ROAD COMMISSIONER
John Monroe

ROAD COMMISSIONER’S REPORT

Thank you for allowing me to be your Road Commissioner. My goal continues to be keeping
costs as low as possible and providing quality road repair and maintenance. In the last year the
primary projects included repair and maintenance on roads and paving the Gillette Road. It was
a long storm season including "Sandy". Many storms required fixing washouts, checking road
conditions, cleaning limbs and downed trees from roadway. My focus throughout the storms
was to repair damage as quickly as possible and help provide safe roads.
The upcoming year includes repair and maintenance on six roads, replacing seven culverts, and
paving Harts Mill Road and Fogler Road (1.66 miles).
I can be reached to report any concerns at 785-4685 or 542-9636.

If a snowplow hits my mailbox, who
is responsible for damages? To find
out, go to www.hopemaine.org, hold
your cursor over Town Services, and
click on Roads.
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FIRE CHIEF
Clarence Keller
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

It is with great pleasure that I submit my annual report on the activities of the Hope Fire
Department. In 2012 the department responded to 39 calls. The calls included the following:
12 motor vehicle accidents
3 smoke investigations
3 wires down

6 mutual aid calls
1 vehicle fires
1 life flight

3 brush fires
2 propane alarms
2 CO alarms

3 alarm investigations
1 tree in roadway
2 misc.

In 2012 we saw another drop in the number of calls that we responded to. I would like to
congratulate and thank the residents of Hope for being a fire safe community. Our efforts at
public safety education are paying off! Let’s all continue the good work for years to come! There
have been several fatalities around the state in the past year, most of which were in homes that
did not have working smoke detectors. I can’t stress enough the importance of having properly
installed and maintained smoke alarms as well as a carbon monoxide detector in each home.
As always a special THANK YOU to the volunteers for all their hard work and dedication that
make your fire department one that we can all be proud of. It is their commitment to providing
this service to the townspeople of Hope that makes Hope such a great place to live. Without them
fire protection for the Town of Hope would certainly cost us more in tax dollars.
The Fire Department Auxiliary Group continues to be busy meeting almost every month working
on support activities. In August they held a Chicken BBQ Fundraiser. They also had a booth at
the Craft Fair in October as well as a couple of other smaller fundraisers. We are very fortunate
to have these folks working on our behalf.

THIS COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE!
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DIRECTOR
Clarence Keller
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

It is with pleasure that I submit my annual report on the activities of your Emergency
Management Agency program.
This past year, we have been working with the Board of Selectmen to continue maintaining our
NIMS (National Incident Management System) compliancy to be eligible for federal grants and
will also allow us to operate more efficiently in an emergency situation. We have also been
working closely with the Hope Elementary School on their Emergency Preparedness Plans,
especially this year with a concentration on security at the school, given recent events in the news.
Hope is very fortunate to have Carol Hathorne as principal, as she puts great emphasis on the
safety of her students and staff. We continue our monthly trainings at the county level and this
year finished updating the five-year Hazard Mitigation Plan. We also moved into our new EMA
facility this year. This new facility is very nice and allows us much needed space to carry out the
mission of Emergency Management in the communities of Knox County. In June Hope hosted
the annual supper meeting for the Knox County EMA directors once again, followed by our
regular training session.
On behalf of the EMA program, I would like to thank the municipal officials and their staff, the
county staff for their support and assistance; and all in Hope who support this effort.
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ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICERS
Suzanne White and Court Bennett
ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICERS’ REPORT
Thank you for the opportunity to serve the Towns of Hope, Union, and Appleton as your animal
control officers. We are dedicated to this vitally important job and to serving our community. We
are on call 24/7 every day of the year and all told between the two of us we average
approximately a 30-hour week on animal control issues, whether it is on a call or hours we spent
on legal paperwork and on the telephone. We are always busy in one way or another. We have
traveled approximately 6,000 miles in our vehicles on animal control calls during this year. We
try to respond to every call within the hour if not sooner.
One of the issues we have dealt with this year, other than the typical loose dog, cow, sheep,
horse(s), pig, llama, or donkey, has been a significant uptick in the number of dog bite cases. We
have also had several animal abuse cases. We have had to appear in court four times. Please
remember that all dogs bite given the right circumstances. Some dogs have a lower bite threshold
than others. It helps tremendously to get your pet into dog training classes at the earlier possible
opportunity. If you have any questions about this please contact us. We are an information
resource to the community as well.
We thank you for licensing your dogs. We know some of you think this a nuisance but it helps
on many grounds. The most important is it is a reminder to keep our dogs’ and cats’ rabies
vaccinations up to date. This precaution is a valuable protection to our exposure to the deadly
rabies virus. The other important thing is that by registering your dog it helps us to bring him/her
back to you if by chance they happen to get loose. This is much nicer than taking them to the
Knox Shelter. One note I would like to add is to please keep your contact information up to date.
The town offices keep excellent records and if we have your current phone number, particularly
you cellular phone number, we can reunite you with your dog in a more efficient manner and
thereby save the towns and you money out of the ACO budget.
We would also like to extend our thank you to the many people who have helped us during the
year, including the Knox Sheriff's Department, the Maine State Police, and the Game Wardens
who serve our area.
One of us can be reached at all times at these numbers: 845-2888, 542-8200, and 975-6785.

Dog licenses expire each year on December 31. You can renew
your dog’s license for the next year anytime after October 15.
Late fees are applied starting February 1. You can now renew
your dog’s license online. Follow the link at www.hopemaine.org.
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CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
Jonathan Duke

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER / LOCAL PLUMBING INSPECTOR REPORT
Once again building permits dropped in 2012, despite an improved real estate market in
our region. Real estate sales of properties with and without buildings continue to
improve, but the smaller permits such as those for accessory buildings or decks appear to
have calmed. On the other side of the coin, a handful of applications for site plan review
have come before the planning board, so it appears the long dormant commercial sector is
finally improving in Hope.
The land use ordinance adoption in November does alter a few rules that have become
common knowledge over the years in Hope. No longer is a permit necessary for earth
moving on a property, unless you are within the shoreland zone. Home occupations,
which are businesses that primarily take place within a home, but don’t contain many of
the same characteristics as a commercial entity (traffic, signage, etc) can now be
approved by the Code Officer. I would urge everyone to go to the Town’s website
(hopemaine.org) and download a copy of the land use ordinance. By no means is this a
perfect document, and it is likely there will need to be amendments over time as
inconsistencies, errors, omissions, and new challenges of land development in Hope
come to light.
If you have any questions or concerns about what you can do on your property or what is
being done on property near you, feel free to contact me at any time.

Single-FamilyDwelling
Permits
Total Building Permits

2005 2006
16
10
63

62

2007
14

2008
8

2009
5

2010
9

2011
8

2012
6

55

53

56

45

39

33

How much does a building permit
cost? Find out at
www.hopemaine.org by clicking
on How Do I…Get a Building
Permit?
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CHAIR
Tug Kellough
PLANNING BOARD
2012 saw the adoption of the revised Land Use Ordinance that we worked on through the winter
of 2011-12. The new ordinance has already proven its worth in its clarity and consistency. It has
enabled our meetings to quickly deal with the common items of business. More importantly, it
also has allowed us to deal clearly and confidently with more complex issues such as subdivisions and shoreland zoning. Thank you to the town for voting for its passage.
Such a document is always a work in progress. Currently, at the request of the Board of
Selectmen, we have worked on provisions addressing issues of methadone clinics and medical
marijuana dispensaries. The selectmen have our recommendations and a public hearing is
scheduled as I write this. The amendments should be ready for consideration at the town
meeting in June.
The Planning Board was also directed to begin looking into a noise and public nuisance
ordinance. Our Town has grown and our townspeople are living closer together. Sometimes
neighborliness has not been sufficient in matters of dispute. So the Town needs to outline its
parameters and jurisdiction for helping the parties reach an agreement in such matters. We
would greatly appreciate input from anyone with an interest in this.
Finally, we on the Hope Planning Board wish to make special note of the passing of one of our
board members, Peter Sexton. He was an active, long-serving, and valued member. He
continued his service to the Board even as his health declined. His input was always appreciated
as was his sense of humor and good nature. Our condolences go out to his wife and family. We
all miss him.
Planning Board agendas and
minutes are posted at the Town
Office and can also be found at
www.hopemaine.org. Click on
Committees, then Planning Board,
then PB Agendas and Minutes.
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CHAIR
Charlie Crockett
BOARD OF APPEALS
BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW
For the fourth year in a row, it is my pleasure to report that the Hope Board of Appeals did not
have to deal with an appeal. We came close a few times, but with a good Planning Board and
Town Administrator to help lead the folks in the right direction to comply with our ordinances,
issues were resolved before it was necessary for our board to get involved.
I have been on the Appeals Board for over 20 years and have been Chair for many of those, so I
have decided that this year would be my last as Chair. It has been a pleasure serving the Town in
this capacity, and I want to thank all of the members of the Board of Appeals who have given
their time to the Town of Hope over the years. Sometimes the cases we had were very tough and
sometimes very easy, but in all cases, I feel the Board represented the people of the Town with
dignity and followed their wishes as stated in the town ordinances to the best of the Board’s
abilities. I hope to continue as a member of the Board, but because of the hectic schedule that
Penny and I have, I feel it would be better to have a Chair who has a little more available time if
cases begin to get back to levels we have had in the past.

What are the powers and duties of the
Board of Appeals? For the answer, go
to www.hopemaine.org and click here.
Then click on Land Use Ordinance and
look in Section 10.
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VICE-CHAIR
Janice Campbell
CEMETERY COMMITTEE
Once again, the Cemetery Committee has been very busy. We have revised the Rules &
Regulations and modified the Cemetery By-Laws. Copies of these documents are available at
the Town Office and on the Town’s website at www.hopemaine.org.
In Hope Grove Cemetery we fixed a mud hole in the road. We have included in our budget
funds to improve this road in the coming season. Ongoing upgrades are included in our five-year
plan. A Remembrance Stone has been placed in Hope Grove Cemetery. There are currently four
names on the stone. The purpose of this stone is to memorialize deceased Hope residents whose
remains have not been interred in a public cemetery. Families of the deceased may record name,
birthdate and date of death upon the stone. For more information, please contact the Cemetery
Committee. American Flags are placed on the graves of veterans prior to Memorial Day and
removed after Veterans’ Day. We would like to thank those citizens of Hope who have assisted
with this undertaking.
We have shifted our attention to Morey Hill as planned. Bill MacComber from the Maine Old
Cemetery Association worked on our restoration project. Twenty-six stones were cleaned and
six stones were reset. We are very pleased with the work. Please take just a moment and tour
the Morey Hill Cemetery to see the progress. Below is an example of before and after cleaning.
What a difference it makes! There is still a lot to do. In accordance with our five-year plan, we
will be cleaning a minimum of ten stones in each cemetery. This will include resetting stones
that have fallen over and are buried beneath the grass.
Janice Campbell was reappointed as Hope Cemetery Sexton. It is the responsibility of the
Sexton to coordinate grave openings with funeral homes and families and to ensure the accuracy
of burial records. If you are interested in purchasing a lot in Hope Grove Cemetery, please
contact Janice at 763-3777.
The current members of the committee are: Janice Campbell, Jean Ettlinger, Edgar Crowley,
Nancy Dowling, and Bernie Holmes. Francina Pearse is stepping down as Chair and we wish to
thank her for her many years of service.

______________________________________________________________________________
Annual Report 2012 – 2013
41

COMMITTEES

Town of Hope

SECRETARY
Andrew Stewart
HOPE RECREATION COMMITTEE
2012 was a wonderful year for recreation. The early warmth in spring and warm, relatively dry
summer saw early and sustained park and lake recreation! Last year saw another successful
Little League season, a fantastic Dutch Soccer Camp and a large amount of recreational soccer,
baseball and basketball in True Park. The addition of batting cages to the field added a new,
highly enjoyable aspect to the park. Once again the Hatchet Mountain trail saw sustained use
throughout the year, especially in the fall with the bumper blackberry crop and the winter with
extreme sledding conditions in the deep snow. Hobbs Pond was late to freeze and the
temperature fluctuations did not give as long an ice fishing season as many would have liked.
The late snowfall did mean that there was a great stretch for ice skating, which many took full
advantage of. The huge storms that came later left us with a lot of shoveling, but also great
cross-country skiing and sledding. All in all a very satisfactory winter.
The addition of the float at the public landing on Hobbs Pond went swimmingly. We do
appreciate the impact on the neighboring properties and ask swimmers to respect private
property and treat property owners courteously and with understanding. Please also respect
boaters using the ramp. Keep to the side of the road and move when boats are entering or
leaving the ramp. Please adhere to all the rules posted at the landing.
Spring this year has taken its time to arrive and with the new warmth we see numerous changes
to True Park. Most notable is the shakeup in Little League which will mean more use of True
Park throughout the season, with the prospect of many more exciting games to watch. The
Recreation Committee is in the midst of plans for a sunshade at the play area in the park,
providing a picnic area with cover from the sun and rain. As always, we welcome any
suggestions for projects that would enhance recreation of any type throughout Hope. Simply call
the Town Office and they can put you in touch with someone on the committee.

True Park

courtesy of Hope Historical Society
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PRESIDENT
Rob Pfeiffer
ALFORD LAKE -- LERMOND POND ASSOCIATION
It has been another busy year for our association as several “big ticket items” came up and had to
be dealt with. We are perpetually concerned with the potential for infestation of our waters as we
are surrounded by states and even lakes within our state where infestation has taken place. Any
efforts to eradicate invasive plants have been largely unsuccessful and are extremely costly. So,
we are focusing on prevention and have created a courtesy boat inspection program at Beaver
Lodge in conjunction with the Knox County Fish and Game Association. We hope that we can
add hours to this program as one millimeter of plant lodged in or on a boat entering the water is
sufficient to infest the entire water system. We also organized a plant patrol to find out what was
growing and if any of it was dangerous. This event was cosponsored by the Alford Lake Girls’
Camp. We came up with some suspicious plants, but, upon further analysis, we were safe.
Prevention is the name of the game and we hope that all of us who use and appreciate the waters
in Hope can take personal responsibility for making sure that our usage does not include any
unnoticed “cling-ons." We approached the Board of Selectmen about forming a town committee
on the topic of clean water and prevention of infestation, but they were concerned that there did
not seem to be enough interest coming from permanent residents of Hope to warrant the
formation of a committee. Some of our members are only summer residents of Hope. So, if
anyone reading this who is a voting member of the Town of Hope would like to be part of the
prevention efforts, please let Rob Pfeiffer know at 763-4405.
We formed a wonderful alliance with the Knox County Fish and Game Association and helped
them with their summer celebration. Games were played, talks and demonstrations were given,
boat rides were enjoyed, and all in all, we hope that a greater appreciation for the incredible gifts
of clean water which we enjoy, were appreciated more after the day ended. The event was very
well attended and, if you haven’t been yet, please consider it for next summer.
A great deal of effort went into mitigating water level issues on Lermond Pond due to a leaky
dam on Route 235. After about six weeks and several thousand dollars, we felt that the dam was
restored to at least the level it was when it was constructed in 1919 (at least in its present form as
other dams were there long before that). Water was released from Alford Lake and the fall rains
commenced refilling Lermond Pond to its normal levels. We hope that this project allows not
only this generation, but several who follow, to enjoy untroubled recreation opportunities on the
water.
We started last year by inviting the Maine Forest Service to do a fire risk assessment of our area
and found out, much to our disappointment, that we are pretty high on the risk side. They use a
five-point scale and we are listed at three, or the moderate level. The main problem was brush
(the wick for a forest fire), either cut or uncut. Once a fire starts in a brushy area, it follows the
material wherever it can – with the aid of wind – and we all have a great deal to lose should a fire
start in the woods around one of our bodies of water. There is an incentive to do some pruning
and clearing.
The Association is thankful to former leadership, especially Deb Hastings, for having the
foresight to create a treasury able to handle these big projects and we invite anyone interested in
being part of the association to please let a member know.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Scott Dickerson
COASTAL MOUNTAINS LAND TRUST
Coastal Mountains Land Trust has worked in the western Penobscot Bay region, including the
town of Hope, for the past 26 years. We are a non-profit conservation organization that works to
conserve the wildlife habitats, scenic landscapes, public access to natural lands, water resources,
and productive forest and farmlands of the area. Thanks to our membership support, we have
protected over 9,100 acres throughout our service region and have many active projects in
process.
The Land Trust has completed a total of eight conservation projects in Hope. We have protected
281 acres by conservation easements, a permanent agreement between a landowner and the Land
Trust that keeps the land in private ownership while protecting the critical resources of the
properties. We also acquire full title to properties that have extraordinary conservation value,
including 185 acres in Hope. These properties become part of the network of preserves we are
establishing throughout the region, open to the public for hiking, cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing and other activities that do not degrade the natural and scenic features of the
properties.
Since last year’s annual report, we have not completed any new land protection projects in Hope,
although several are currently in discussion with landowners.
Our office is located at 101 Mt. Battie Street in Camden, open 8:30am to 5:00pm weekdays, and
we encourage those interested in our program to stop in for a visit, call us at (207) 236-7091, or
visit our website at www.coastalmountains.org.

Hatchet Mountain

photo by Scott Horty
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Gail Presley
GEORGES RIVER LAND TRUST
Discover the River. Care for the Land.

The Georges River Land Trust is your local conservation organization. Our watershed is a
unique and historic area of mountains, seacoast, lakes, and inlets through which the beautiful St.
George River flows. Discover our river and how together we can care for the land; join us for an
event!
Jun 13 History of ship building on the Georges Riverf

Aug 10 Fiddling Around Celtic Style$

Jun 20 To See a Place – Exploring Photography$

Aug 14 Seaside Salmon Soiree$

Jun 22 Paddle on the Georges Riverf

Sep 7

A Celebration of River, History, Food and
Friends$

Jul 14

Gardens in the Watershed Tour$

Sep 14 Hike/lunch on Frye Mountainf

Jul 19

Fieldstone Castle Centennial Celebration$

Sep 18 Annual Meetingf

Jul 24

A Monet on the Marsh$

Sep 28 Taste the Grapes – Taste the Wine$

Jul 27

Tour of the Clark Island Wildlife Refuge and
Gardens$

Oct 2

Modern Woodlot and Christmas Tree
Management$

Jul 31

Barefoot Hike for Kids and Grandparentsf

Nov 6

Oils and Vinegars – Not just Salad Dressing$

Aug 6

Sunset Reception at Blue Water Fine Arts
Gallery$

Dec 7

High Tea in Merry Olde England$

f

Free; $ Ticketed event

For trail maps or event details, visit us online at www.georgesriver.org.
Looking to get involved?
Georges River Land Trust is always
looking for volunteers. Contact us today
and let us know if you have an interest in
joining us on the trail, in the office, or if
you have a question regarding conservation
in your area. We would love to hear from
you!
Georges River Land Trust | (207) 594-5166
info@grlt.org
www.georgesriver.org
South Hope and Grassy Pond from Thorndike Brook Trail
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Nancy Keller
HATCHET MOUNTIAN SNO-RIDERS
This season started off with little snow. As we will all remember for a long time to come
February brought us more snow than most of us knew what to do with. For the snowmobilers
there was some good snowmobiling locally for a little while. A special thank you goes out to
Robert Pearse and Tina Marriner for the extra work they did on some of the trails.
Every year we give out two scholarships to graduating high school students from Hope. To raise
the money for the scholarships, we provide cottage care for the summer residents by keeping an
eye on their cottages during the winter months. We continue to support the Pine Tree Camp for
adults and children with disabilities. This upcoming year we are doing a raffle to raise money for
the camp. In July we have our club picnic.
Our meetings are the second Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m. from October thru April at the
Hope Corner Station. Next season we will be having our meetings starting in September and
going through to April. We have potluck dinners and once in a while we go out to a restaurant.
We invite anyone who would like to join to come and hear the snowmobiling stories.

The view from the trail at the top of Hatchet Mountain

THE HATCHET MOUNTAIN SNO-RIDERS WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL
THE LANDOWNERS WHO PERMIT SNOWMOBILERS TO USE THEIR LAND.
WE INVITE THESE LANDOWNERS TO JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL PICNIC
IN JULY. PICNIC STARTS AT NOON
PLEASE CALL NANCY KELLER AT 763-4118 FOR DETAILS
______________________________________________________________________________
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Julie Jones
HOBBS AND FISH PONDS ASSOCIATION
The Hobbs and Fish Ponds Association supports all efforts to preserve the beauty and delicate
ecological environments of both ponds and surrounding watersheds.
Today, the real and present danger is the unintended introduction of invasive water plants to
these waters and all freshwaters throughout Maine. Awareness education in our communities
regarding this threat is essential to prevention. Always, before you start your day on the ponds,
PLEASE take some extra time to examine your recreational equipment. Look closely at your
boat, kayak, canoe, tubes/waterskis, rope, fishing poles/tackle, swimming gear. They can all
carry some small piece of these ruinous opportunistic plants. They will grow rapidly, and
virtually choke the life out of a lake. They are called "Traveling Plants" for good reason.
PLEASE INFORM OTHERS ABOUT THIS THREAT TO OUR LAKES AND PONDS
Membership is open to all residents of Hope and surrounding communities who enjoy the
recreational and aesthetic uses of these ponds. Annual dues are $25 per household. Please
consider joining the Association to support its efforts regarding invasive species, water quality
testing, its new website, and memberships in statewide lake advocacy associations that give a
voice in Augusta.
The Annual Meeting for 2013 will be held on Tuesday, July 16th at 6:30 PM at the Hope Town
Library. A dessert potluck, with hot/cold beverages will be provided. A program and short
business meeting will follow. The public is welcome.
For more information, or to join, contact:
Hobbs and Fish Ponds Association
PO Box 2043
Hope, ME 04847

Hobbs Pond Sunset photo by Julie Jones
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PRESIDENT
Donovan Bowley
HOPE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
During summer 2012, our museum at Hope Corner was open 9 to noon or later Mondays as
Donovan Bowley and Treasurer Gwen Brodis worked on the archives and half day on last
Fridays as Marie Berry worked on old newspaper clippings. There were lots of significant finds.
In our extensive photo collection, one of the most remarkable is an 1850 photo of 16 men and
boys -- all identified!! -- before the Corner store. The late Bill True gave it to us. Andrew
Stewart's store displays a copy. Another is this photo of Bob Crabtree's grandfather-in-law,
Charles Harris teamstering a load of Hope-made casks to Rockland lime kilns. He is at the foot
of Alford Lake Road.

Following Bill Macomber's 2011 presentation at HHS, the Town hired him to clean and re-set
Morey Hill Cemetery stones. Our fire department and other volunteers have cleaned up this, our
old cemetery. Work continues as resources permit.
Vice President and Webmaster Bob Appleby has added greatly to www.hopehist.com, our
website that hosts more than 200 visitors per day. Courtesy of Helen & Jack Ellerkamp,
additions include their ancestor, Abner Dunton's 1853-58 Diary. Our website was featured in
Roseanne Saucier's 18 March Bangor Daily News genealogy column.
Our 2012 monthly meetings feature and will continue to feature Hope businesses and oral
histories. In April, Boston Cane holder William Pearse spoke on Hope roads (1930-50). In May,
Fogler daughter-in-law Nancy Graham spoke on Hope's most famous citizen, Raymond Fogler,
and his family. In June, we met with Montville Historical Society in their restored Kingdom
School House. July was open house. August featured Tom Hardy, assisted by Brian Davis, on
Hope apples today; September, William Pearse on apple-growing in the 1930s and 1940s. At
October's annual meeting, Les Fossel spoke on old Maine houses. In November, Chris
Pinchbeck described the old Sweetland Tavern at the Corner, Allie Allen's farm there, and the
current project to transform it into an arts and art-education center and a bagpipe factory.
December's Christmas brunch had to take place without the Hope School chorus for the first time
due to scheduling conflicts.
We are renovating former closet space to store framed pictures and maps, as well as preparation
of new meeting and exhibit space.
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LIBRARY BOARD
Beth Guiseley
HOPE VOLUNTEER LIBRARY
The Library is open to the public when the Town Office is open, Tuesday through Friday. Our
services are free, and offered in a low-key fashion that incorporates an honor system for
checking out books. We welcome all area residents and visitors to stop in.
Special events in 2012 included a June children’s celebration, a potluck in July and several open
houses.
Renovations to the Town Office building were started in late 2011 and completed in mid-2012.
Library volunteers held many work sessions to unpack dozens of boxes of books, arrange
bookshelves and return the collections to a useable state. Newly donated books are stored in the
basement workroom until more shelving is organized. The Stephen and Tabitha Kind
Foundation grant of $25,000 contributed to the renovations and will also be used to upgrade the
library’s equipment and book collection.
The Library also received a grant from the Rudman foundation to invite local authors or
illustrators to do presentations at the library. Our first presenter was storyteller and illustrator
Jim Sollers, who presented at the Hope Children's Festival in late August. In January, Maine
author, Tim Caverly, gave a multi-media presentation of his “Allagash Tales” collection of
books. March brought us poet, Russell Buker, who shared readings from his five new books of
poetry and led a discussion of pros and cons of self-publishing, based on his experiences. In
April, our final presenter of the season, Lea Wait, author of the Shadows Antique Mysteries,
introduced her recently published sixth book in the series, Shadows on a Cape Cod Wedding.
The library offers public WIFI access, so you can bring your computer to the library and enjoy
working in quiet surroundings.
The Library collaborates with the Hope School Volunteers to produce the Hope Community
Birthday Calendar each year, a major fundraiser for both groups. Hope Library is a 501(c)(3)
organization for IRS purposes, and donations are tax-deductible.
We continuously improve our collections, especially of children’s books, books on Maine topics
and books by Maine writers. Recommendations are most welcome.
The Library welcomes volunteers who are interested in expanding the services and programs the
Library offers. We have equipment for showing movies, a Kill-o-Watt meter for measuring the
amount of electricity used by your household appliances, and a digital projector that can be
borrowed. For more information, please call Beth Guiseley at 785-4443.
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Gail Spear
MID-COAST LADIES’ CLUB
The Mid-Coast Ladies’ Club holds most of its meetings at the Hope Corner Fire Station. Our
programs for 2012 were as follows:


Bernie Holmes told us how he trained his goats to carry his supplies when he went hiking
on the Appalachian Trail.



One of our meetings was held at the Camden First Aid building. Julie Allen spoke to us
about what Medicare will cover for transportation by ambulance.



We met at Betty Shaw’s new home. We enjoyed seeing her home and her collection of
dolls and teddy bears.



In October we had a mystery ride which included lunch and a trip up Mt. Battie.



We usually have a picnic for our September meeting. This year Mother Nature did not
cooperate so we held our “picnic” at the Fire Station.



In February we all brought in items to make up three boxes where were given to local
families.



Each year we give a scholarship to a Hope student. We raffle off a quilt to make this
possible.



We donated money to the Hope Fire Department to be used as needed.



We donated to the Camden First Aid Association.



We hold silent auctions to help pay for our Mystery Rides.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Jethro D. Pease

2 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0002
(207) 287-1400
TTY: (207) 287-4469

287 South Main Street
Morrill, ME 04952
Residence: (207) 342-5910
State House E-Mail:
RepJethro.Pease@legislature.maine.gov

April 2013
Dear Friends & Neighbors:
It is an honor to serve as your Representative to the Maine Legislature.
The 126th Maine State Legislature must continue the work began during the 125th Legislature to
revitalize Maine’s economy. Many strides were made to address high insurance rates, costly
redundant regulatory measures, and restrictive tax rates which impede the ability of businesses to
prosper. I believe through compromise and bipartisanship, we can continue to improve the
business climate in Maine while ensuring those members of our society that are most vulnerable
will continue to receive the aid that they need.
I am pleased to be appointed to the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public
Safety as well as the Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government. I am enjoying
the interesting work that both of these committees provide.
I encourage you to visit the Legislature’s website at http://maine.gov/legis, where you can find
links to live video and audio broadcasts of the session and public hearings as well as information
about proposed pieces of legislation. This service provides an excellent option for those who are
unable to travel to the State House.
Thank you and I look forward to proudly represent the citizens of Appleton, Hope, Islesboro,
Liberty, Lincolnville, Morrill, and Searsmont. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any
comments or questions that you may have concerning your state government.
Sincerely,

Jethro D. Pease
State Representative
DISTRICT 44

Appleton, Hope, Islesboro, Liberty, Lincolnville, Morrill, and Searsmont.
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Senator Edward J. Mazurek
Senate District 22
3 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0003
(207) 287-1515
65 Beech Street
Rockland, ME 04841
(207) 594-5647
(207) 543-0017

Dear Residents of Hope,
I am so grateful to the people of Hope for giving me the opportunity to represent you and State
Senate District 22 in the 126th Maine Legislature. The past few years have been trying ones for
both our district and the state, but we are up to the challenge. I am optimistic that the Legislature
will come together in order to reach commonsense solutions for the people of Maine.
The Midcoast region is vital for the state's economic growth and stability. It is a diverse region
that includes all sorts of economic activity from farming to fishing to manufacturing. These
activities are important not only to our region, but to the entire state. It is my priority to protect
the economic vitality of Knox County, as we continue to strengthen our economy. It is crucial to
support our public schools and ensure our community members can access the education
necessary for securing good paying and stable jobs. We live in an ever changing world, and we
must plan for our future so we do not fall behind.
It is a pleasure to meet with and work for the people of Knox County and I always maintain an
open door policy. If you have any questions or concerns, or you need someone to act as a liaison
between you and the state government, you can call me at 594-5647, email me at
edmazurek1@aol.com, or stop by 65 Beech Street in Rockland where Maryellen and I live.
I am incredibly fortunate to be a member of this community and live in this beautiful place. It is
an honor to serve Hope in the Maine State Senate.
Sincerely,

Edward J. Mazurek
Senator– District 22

Fax: (207) 287-1585 * TTY (207) 287-1583 * Message Service 1-800-423-6900 * Web Site: legislature.maine.gov/senate
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January 22, 2013
Dear Friend,
I hope this letter finds you and your family well. It continues to be an honor to represent you, and I
wanted to take a moment to share with you some of the work I’ve done in Washington and Maine over
the last year and look ahead to the rest of this year.
Given the partisan environment and lack of compromise in Washington, I have been looking for ways to
help Maine people and the Maine economy that rise above those partisan differences. One issue I worked
hard on last year was local food and local farming. Farming—particularly smaller, sustainable farms—is
a growing part of Maine's economy. For too long national farm policy has primarily benefitted giant
agribusinesses in other parts of the country. So I introduced the Local Farms, Food and Jobs Act to bring
local farmers the resources they need to keep growing. Every five years, Congress is supposed to pass a
farm bill, which sets the nation's farm policy. As we debated a farm bill last year, we were able to get
most of the provisions in the Local Farms, Food and Jobs Act included in the legislation. Congress has
yet to pass that farm bill, however, but we are working to make sure those important provisions that will
help local farms in Maine remain included when they do.
Sometimes the most practical solutions don't even involve legislation or Washington. For example, as the
lobster industry struggled with low prices and an oversupply of lobster last summer, I wrote to the heads
of all the cruise ship companies that visit Maine. I was surprised to learn that none of them were buying
local, fresh lobster for their passengers and I asked the CEO's of each company to consider doing so. I'm
happy to say that a number of them agreed to buy lobster locally when their cruise ships made stops in
Portland, and ordered thousands of pounds of Maine lobster for their passengers.
I am beginning this year with a new assignment to the House Appropriations Committee. This is a big
responsibility, since it is the committee where virtually all the spending decisions are made. These
decisions can have a real impact on Maine, from how much funding is available to shipbuilding to things
like funding for first responders and schools.
Everyone agrees we need to reduce the deficit, but how we go about that is a matter of great debate. I
believe we need to cut unnecessary spending but at the same time keep investing in the things that will
grow our economy and provide a bright future for our children. And I'm sure we will debate those issues
on the Appropriations Committee.
I want to also take this opportunity to remind you that I am always ready and willing to help you out if are
having an issue with a federal agency. My office can make inquiries to a federal agency on your behalf;
connect you with resources and more. No question is too small and we are always happy to hear from
you. If there is anything I can do, please don’t hesitate to contact me at (888) 862-6500 or
www.pingree.house.gov.
Hope to see you in Maine soon,

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress
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If you need help with a Federal
Agency, Senator Collins’ office
may be able to assist you. Look
under Constituent Services at
www.collins.senate.gov.
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TOWN OF HOPE
MINUTES OF SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
May 21, 2012

TO: Mary Tolles, a resident of the Town of Hope in the County of Knox:

GREETINGS: In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn
the inhabitants of the Town of Hope in said County and State, qualified by law to vote in Town
affairs, to appear in the gym of the Hope Elementary School,
34 Highfield Road in Hope, Maine on, Monday, May 21, 2012 at 7:00 PM, then and there to
act upon the following articles:

ARTICLE: 1
To elect by written ballot a Moderator to preside at said meeting.
Thomas Ford was nominated and elected with two (2) votes.
Moved and seconded to allow Thomas Marx, Superintendent, and Carol Hathorne,
Principal, to speak.
ARTICLE: 2
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for Regular Instruction.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation
Explanation:
Kindergarten

Regular Instruction K-8

Gifted and Talented

$ 739,356
3-6-0

12/13
$53,692

11/12
$55,528

Variance
($1,836)

12/13
$683,664

11/12
$636,371

Variance
$47,293

12/13
$2,000

11/12
$2,000

Variance
$0

Moved and seconded to authorize $739,356 and so voted. 16-Yes; 9-No
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ARTICLE: 3
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for Special Education.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation
Explanation:
Special Education Instruction

Special Education Office

$ 268,330
2-7-0

12/13
$234,018

11/12
$224,736

Variance
$9,282

12/13
$34,312

11/12
$29,930

Variance
$4,382

Moved and seconded to authorize $268,330 and so voted. 16-Yes; 9-No
ARTICLE: 4
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for Career and Technical Education.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation

$0

Moved and seconded to authorize $0 and so voted. 24-Yes; 0-No
ARTICLE: 5
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for Other Instruction.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation
Explanation:
Co-curricular Activities

Co-curricular Athletics

$ 26,464
6-2-1

12/13
$13,696

11/12
$12,783

Variance
$913

12/13
$12,768

11/12
$11,788

Variance
$980

Moved and seconded to authorize $26,464 and so voted. 21-Yes; 1-No
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ARTICLE: 6
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for Student and Staff Support.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation
Explanation:
Elementary Guidance

$ 172,788
4-5-0

12/13
$36,448

11/12
$36,282

Variance
$166

Instructional Staff Training

12/13
$14,768

11/12
$13,507

Variance
$1,261

Elementary Library

12/13
$33,282

11/12
$27,354

Variance
$5,928

Instructional Technology

12/13
$54,061

11/12
$51,219

Variance
$2,842

Other Support Services

12/13
$969

11/12
$969

Variance
$0

Elementary Nursing Services

12/13
$1,135

11/12
$1,135

Variance
$0

12/13
$32,125

11/12
$23,306

Variance
$8,819

Student Assessment

Moved and seconded to authorize $172,788 and so voted. 17-Yes; 8-No

ARTICLE: 7
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for System Administration.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation
Explanation:
School Committee

12/13
$11,122

$ 78,860
8-1-0

11/12
$9,122

Variance
$2,000

Office of Superintendent

12/13
11/12
Variance
$67,738
$65,883
$1,855
Moved and seconded to authorize $78,860 and so voted. 19-Yes; 2-No
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ARTICLE: 8
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for School Administration.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation

$ 159,368
3-6-0

Explanation:
Office of Principal

12/13
11/12
Variance
$159,368
$153,925
$5,443
Moved and seconded to authorize $159,368 and so voted. 16-Yes; 7-No

ARTICLE: 9
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for Transportation and Buses.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation

$ 98,275
9-0-0

Explanation:
Transportation

12/13
11/12
Variance
$98,275
$109,851
($11,576)
Moved and seconded to authorize $98,275 and so voted. Passed unanimously.
ARTICLE: 10
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for Facilities Maintenance.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation

$ 213,004
6-3-0

Explanation:
Operations & Maintenance

12/13
11/12
Variance
$213,004
$196,096
$16,908
Moved and seconded to authorize $213,004 and so voted. 22-Yes; 3-No
ARTICLE: 11
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for Debt Service and Other Commitments.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation

$ 39,289
9-0-0

Explanation:
Debt Service

12/13
11/12
Variance
$39,289
$43,049
($3,760)
Moved and seconded to authorize $39,289 and so voted. 22-Yes; 0-No
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ARTICLE: 12
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for All Other Expenditures; including School
Lunch.
School Committee Recommends
$0
Budget Committee Recommendation
Moved and seconded to authorize $0 and so voted. Passed unanimously.
ARTICLE: 13
(Recorded vote required; must record numerical vote tally) To see what sum the Town will vote
to appropriate for the total cost of funding public education from Kindergarten to Grade Eight as
described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act and to see what sum the Town
will vote to raise as the Town’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education from
Kindergarten to Grade Eight as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act in
accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15688.
School Committee Recommends $1,399,667 to be appropriated;
School Committee Recommends $1,040,558 to be raised
Budget Committee Recommendation
9-0-0
Moved and seconded to authorize $1,399,667 to be appropriated and $1,040,558 to be
raised and so voted. 15-Yes; 5-No
State Mandated Explanation: The Town’s contribution to the total cost of funding public
education from Kindergarten to Grade Eight as described in the Essential Programs and
Services Funding Act is the amount of money determined by state law to be the minimum
amount that a municipality must raise in order to receive the full amount of state dollars.
ARTICLE: 14
(Recorded vote required; must record numerical vote tally) To see what sum the Town will raise
and appropriate for the annual payments on debt service previously approved by the Town voters
for non-state-funded school construction projects, non-state-funded portions of school
construction projects and minor capital projects in addition to the funds appropriated as the local
share of the Town’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education from Kindergarten
to Grade Eight.
School Committee Recommends
$39,289
Budget Committee Recommendation
9-0-0
Moved and seconded to authorize $39,289 and so voted. 16-Yes; 4-No
State Mandated Explanation: Non-state-funded debt service is the amount of money needed for
the annual payments on Town’s long-term debt for major capital school construction projects
and minor capital renovation projects that are not approved for state subsidy. The bonding of
this long-term debt was previously approved by the voters.
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ARTICLE: 15
(Recorded vote required; must record numerical vote tally) To see what sum the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate in additional local funds (Recommend $ 275,885), which exceeds the
State’s Essential Programs and Services allocation model (Recommend exceeding by $
240,934) as required to fund the budget recommended by the school committee.
School committee Recommends $ 275,885 for additional local funds and gives
the following reasons for exceeding the State’s Essential Programs (EPS) and
Services funding model by $ 240,934:






Increasing enrollment.
Providing wide range of mandated programs that prepare students for High School
including Art, Music, Physical Education, French, Guidance, Gifted Education, Special
Education, Laboratory Research and Technology.
Increasing curriculum development and coordination with Appleton, Lincolnville, and
the CSD.
Employing the best teaching and support staff and supporting their continuous growth
and development.
Stressing the emphasis on individualized and focused instruction that have made Hope
Elementary School one of the highest achieving schools in the State.

Budget Committee Recommendation
7-2-0
Moved and seconded to authorize $275,885 and so voted. 16-Yes; 8-No
State Mandated Explanation:
The additional local funds are those locally raised funds over and above the Town’s local
contribution to the total cost of funding public education from Kindergarten to Grade Eight as
described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act and local amounts raised for the
annual payment on non-state-funded debt service that will help achieve the Town budget for
educational programs.

ARTICLE: 16
(Recorded vote required; must record numerical vote tally) To see what sum the Town will
authorize the school committee to appropriate for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2012 and
ending June 30, 2013 from the Town’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education
from Kindergarten to Grade Eight as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding
Act, non-state-funded school construction projects, additional local funds for school purposes
under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15690, unexpended balances, tuition
receipts, state subsidy and other receipts for the support of schools.
School Committee Recommends
$ 1,795,734
Budget Committee Recommendation
2-6–1
Moved and seconded to authorize $1,795,734 and so voted. 16-Yes; 8-No
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ARTICLE: 17
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the school committee to appropriate such other sums as
may be received from federal and state grants or programs or other sources during the fiscal year
for school purposes, provided that such grants, programs or other sources do not require the
expenditure of other funds not previously appropriated.
School Committee Recommends a
Yes Vote
Budget Committee Recommendation
Moved and seconded and so voted. Passed nearly unanimously, with one (1) dissenting
vote.
Given under our hands at said Hope, Maine, this 24th day of April 2012.
HOPE BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Timothy Pearse, Chair
Eric Campbell, Vice Chair
Kathleen Hastings
Wendy Pelletier
Jason Hall

You can find information about
the Town’s budget and finances
by going to www.hopemaine.org
and clicking here.
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TOWN OF HOPE
MINUTES OF 2012 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
MUNICIPAL ELECTION
June 12, 2012 - Tuesday
8:00 AM to 8:00 PM
Hope Town Office

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
June 18, 2012 - Monday
7:00 PM
Hope Elementary School

TO: Mary Tolles, Citizen of the Town of Hope, in the County of Knox
GREETINGS: In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn
the inhabitants of the Town of Hope, in said County, qualified by law to vote in Town affairs, to
meet at the HOPE TOWN OFFICE, in said Town on TUESDAY, the TWELTH day of JUNE,
2012 at 8:00 AM then and there to act on Articles numbered 1 through 4;
And to notify and warn the voters to meet at the HOPE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, in said
Town on MONDAY, the EIGHTEENTH day of JUNE, 2012 at 7:00 PM, then and there to act
on Articles numbered 5 through 24, all of said Articles being set out below, to wit:
ARTICLE 1. To elect a Moderator to preside at said meeting.
Thomas Ford was nominated and elected Moderator with two votes. He then appointed
Margaret Ludwig as Deputy Moderator. Polls were opened at 8:00 p.m.

ARTICLE 2. To elect all necessary Town Officers/Officials by secret ballot.
For the office of Selectman, Assessor and Overseer of the Poor:
48 votes for Edgar Crowley
83 votes for Timothy Higbee
142 votes for Brian Powers Jr.
4 votes for 3 various write-in candidates
Brian Powers Jr. was elected Selectman, Assessor and Overseer of the Poor for a term of
three years.
For the Budget Committ6ee (Three-Year Term):
165 votes for Mark Dierckes
213 votes for Brittany Payson
37 votes for write-in candidate Jill Lang
19 various write-in candidates
Mark Dierckes, Brittany Payson and Jill Lang were elected to the Hope Budget Committee
each for a term of three years.
For the Hope Elementary School Committee(Two-Year Term):
20 votes for write in candidate Samantha Pushaw
20 various write in candidates
Samantha Pushaw was elected to the School Committee for a term of two years.
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For the Hope Elementary School Committee(Three-Year Term):
197 votes for Christine Alberi
196 votes for Michael Bracher
Christine Alberi and Michael Bracher were elected to the School Committee each for a
term of three years.

ARTICLE 3. To vote on the School Budgets by secret ballot as set forth on the specimen ballot
posted herewith.
School Union 69 (Hope Elementary School)
Five Town CSD

192 Yes
202 Yes

86 No
75 No

ARTICLE 4. To vote by secret ballot on the following Referendum Question:
Shall an ordinance entitled “2012 Amendments to the Town of Hope Budget Committee
Ordinance” be enacted?
The proposed ordinance is available for public inspection at the Town Office and will also
be available at the Town Meeting.
291 Ballots Cast:

175 Yes

85 No

Polls shall be opened at 8:00 AM and closed at 8:00 PM. Absentee ballots will be processed
at 10:00 AM, 2:00 PM, 3:00 PM, 4:00 PM, 7:00 PM and 8:00 PM.
Town Meeting started at 7:00 p.m. Town Clerk Rosie Bowman opened the meeting and
read the election results. Moderator Thomas Ford asked for a motion to allow Town
Administrator Jon Duke to speak. The motion was made, seconded and so voted.
ARTICLE 5. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate all of the money received from the
State of Maine for snowmobile registrations to the Hatchet Mountain Sno-Riders Snowmobile
Club for the maintenance of their system or network of trails, on the condition that those trails
are open to the public for the purpose of snowmobiling at no charge.
Moved and seconded. Passed unanimously.
ARTICLE 6. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $12,376 from undesignated fund
balance to cover overdrafts in the following Town accounts for Fiscal Year 2010-2011:
Public Safety
$1,680
Professional Services
$ 7,681
Cemeteries
$ 135
Capital Improvements
$1,192
General Assistance
$ 1,688
Moved and seconded. Passed unanimously.
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ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Tax Collector to accept prepayment
of taxes not yet committed pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. § 506, with no interest to accrue on any
excess prepaid over the amount finally committed.
Moved and seconded. Passed unanimously.

ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will vote to set October 2, 2012 as the date when the first onehalf of taxes shall be due and payable, with interest on the first installment to start after that date,
and the date of April 30, 2013 as the date when the second one-half of taxes are due and payable,
with interest on the second installment to start after that date; to set the interest rate at 7.00% for
unpaid taxes pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. § 505(4); and to list taxpayers’ names in the Town Report
if taxes are not paid by June 30, 2013.
Moved and seconded. Passed unanimously.
ARTICLE 9. To see if the Town will vote to set the interest rate to be paid by the Town on abated
taxes at a rate of 3.00% for Fiscal Year 2012-2013 pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. § 506-A and to
authorize such interest paid or abatements granted to be appropriated from overlay funds or, if
necessary, from undesignated fund balance.
Moved and seconded. Passed unanimously.
ARTICLE 10. To see what sums the Town will vote to appropriate from non-property tax
revenues to help fund the total Municipal Budget and reduce the property tax assessment for
Fiscal Year 2012–2013 as detailed in Article 11 below:
Selectmen
Vote
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)

Excise Taxes – Vehicles
Cemetery Maintenance
Highway Block Grant
State Revenue Sharing
GA Reimbursement
Grant Income
Undesignated Fund Balance
Miscellaneous Revenue

Budget Committee
Vote

5-0-0
5-0-0
5-0-0
5-0-0
5-0-0
5-0-0
4-0-1
5-0-0

9-0-0
9-0-0
9-0-0
9-0-0
9-0-0
9-0-0
0-9-0
9-0-0
TOTAL

Budgeted
Amount
$225,000
1,000
35,000
85,000
1,500
750
0
50,000
$398,250

Moved and seconded.
Motion and seconded to amend line “g” Undesignated Fund Balance to $10,000.
Amendment carried substantially.
Article 10 passed, as amended, nearly unanimously with 2 dissenting votes in the amount of
$408,250.
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ARTICLE 11. To see what sums the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Fiscal Year
2012-2013 for the following purposes:
Selectmen
Budget Committee
Budgeted
Vote
Vote
Amount
a) Town Administration – Salaries
4-0-1
0-9-0
$149,302
b) General Administration
4-0-1
5-4-0
42,687
c) Animal Control
5-0-0
9-0-0
9,755
d) Public Safety
4-0-1
3-6-0
142,337
e) Ambulance Services
5-0-0
8-1-0
5,661
f) Municipal Building
5-0-0
9-0-0
21,823
g) Recreation
5-0-0
9-0-0
1,700
h) Street Lights
5-0-0
9-0-0
1,365
i) Roads
5-0-0
9-0-0
354,156
j) Sanitation
5-0-0
9-0-0
50,607
k) Professional Services
5-0-0
9-0-0
25,960
l) General Assistance
5-0-0
0-0-0
3,000
m) Cemeteries
4-1-0
7-0-2
5,500
n) Capital Reserve
4-0-1
6-3-0
28,100
TOTAL MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOTAL TO BE RAISED AND APPROPRIATED

$841,953
$443,703

Moved and seconded in the amount of $443,703.
Motion and seconded to amend line “a” to $145,600. Amendment passed 37-For, 13Against.
Motion and seconded to amend line “d” to $138,837. Amendment passed 30-For, 25Against.
Article 11 passed 34-For, 11-Against, as amended.
With the passed amendments, the TOTAL MUNICIPAL BUDGET is $834,751 and the
TOTAL TO BE RAISED AND APPROPRIATED is $426,501.

ARTICLE 12. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept
donations on behalf of Provider Agencies, a list of which is available at the Town Office, and to
appropriate all such funds received on a semi-annual basis to each respective agency.
Moved and seconded. Passed unanimously.

ARTICLE 13. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to fix the
salaries of the officials and employees appointed by it under provision of 30-A M.R.S.A.
§ 2601(1) and (2), subject to funding under Article 11 above.
Moved and seconded. Passed unanimously.

ARTICLE 14. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into
multi-year contracts on behalf of the Town.
Moved and seconded. Passed unanimously.
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ARTICLE 15. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen, at its
discretion, to sell by sealed bid or public auction (with the Board of Selectmen reserving the
right to reject any and all bids) and to convey by quitclaim deed any real estate acquired by the
Town for nonpayment of taxes thereon, or to convey the property to the prior owner upon
payment in full of all taxes, interest and charges incurred by the Town.
Moved and seconded. Passed unanimously.

ARTICLE 16. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to sell or
otherwise dispose of Town-owned personal property with a value of $1000 or less on such terms
and conditions as it deems advisable.
Moved and seconded. Passed unanimously.

ARTICLE 17. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Treasurer to waive the foreclosure
of tax lien mortgages pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. § 944 upon a finding by the Board of Selectmen
that ownership of the property that is subject to the tax lien mortgage would be contrary to the
Town’s best interests.
Moved and seconded. Passed unanimously.

ARTICLE 18. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept or
reject donations of personal property and/or to accept or reject gifts of money to the various
accounts of the Town for the ensuing year and to appropriate those moneys donated for specific
purposes.
Moved and seconded. Passed unanimously.

ARTICLE 19. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept
conditional or unconditional gifts of real property provided that no single gift will obligate the
Town to incur liabilities that total $1,000 or more per year, as determined by the Board of
Selectmen.
Moved and seconded. Passed unanimously.

ARTICLE 20. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the School Board to accept or reject
donations of personal property and/or to accept or reject gifts of money to the various accounts
of the school for the ensuing year and to appropriate those moneys donated for specific purposes.
Moved and seconded. Passed unanimously.

ARTICLE 21. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply for
State, federal (including Community Development Block Grants) and other grants on the Town’s
behalf for purposes deemed by the Board of Selectmen to be in the best interests of the Town; to
accept such grants, including, when necessary, the authority to sign contracts and related
documents and to accept conditions of approval; and to appropriate such grant funds for any
purpose for which the Town has appropriated funds in Fiscal Year 2012-2013.
Moved and seconded. Passed nearly unanimously.
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ARTICLE 22. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the proceeds of any payment on
insurance claims for damage occurring to Town property, with such appropriation dedicated to
the budget line item for the same type of property as the loss sustained.
Moved and seconded. Passed unanimously.
ARTICLE 23. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to carry
unexpended funds forward to the next fiscal year within the existing budget line items.
Moved and seconded.
Motion to amend Article 23 to state “To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of
Selectmen to carry unexpected funds forward to the next fiscal year within the existing
budget line items, for the purposes that they were originally authorized.”
Motion to amend passed unanimously.
Article 23 passed as amended.
ARTICLE 24. To see if the Town will vote by written ballot to increase the property tax levy
limit of $438,666 established for Hope by State law in the event that the municipal budget
approved under the preceding Articles will result in a tax commitment that is greater than that
property tax levy limit.
Motion to pass over Article 24. Moved and seconded. Passed unanimously.
GIVEN UNDER OUR HANDS THIS TWENTY-FOURTH DAY OF APRIL, 2012.
HOPE BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Timothy Pearse, Chair
Eric Campbell, Vice Chair
A. Kathleen Hastings
Jason Hall
Wendy Pelletier

Hope has a Town Meeting form
of government. For a
description of the various forms
of local government in Maine,
click here at www.memun.org.
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TOWN OF HOPE
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT
May 15, 2013
TO: Mary Tolles, a resident of the Town of Hope in the County of Knox:
GREETINGS: In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn
the inhabitants of the Town of Hope in said County and State, qualified by law to vote in Town
affairs, to appear in the gym of the Hope Elementary School,
34 Highfield Road in Hope, Maine on, Wednesday, May 15, 2013 at 7:00 PM, then and there
to act upon the following articles:

ARTICLE: 1
To elect by written ballot a Moderator to preside at said meeting.

ARTICLE: 2
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for Regular Instruction.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation
Explanation:
Kindergarten

Regular Instruction K-8

Gifted and Talented

810,267
2-6-0

13/14
$59,467

12/13
$53,692

Variance
$5,775

13/14
$748,800

12/13
$683.664

Variance
$65,136

12/13
$2,000

Variance
$0

13/14
$2,000

ARTICLE: 3
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for Special Education.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation
Explanation:
Special Education Instruction

Special Education Office

$ 318,480
3-5-0

13/14
$277,691

12/13
$234,018

Variance
$43,673

13/14
$40,789

12/13
$34,312

Variance
$6,477

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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ARTICLE: 4
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for Career and Technical Education.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation

$0
1–7-0

ARTICLE: 5
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for Other Instruction.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation
Explanation:
Co-curricular Activities

Co-curricular Athletics

$ 26,815
1-7-0

13/14
$13,848

12/13
$13,696

Variance
$152

13/14
$12,967

12/13
$12,768

Variance
$199

ARTICLE: 6
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for Student and Staff Support.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation
Explanation:
Elementary Guidance

$ 178,101
3-5-0

13/14
$38,002

12/13
$36,448

Variance
$1,554

13/14
$6,588

12/13
$14,768

Variance
($8,180)

Elementary Library

13/14
$33,074

12/13
$33,282

Variance
($208)

Instructional Technology

13/14
$64,631

12/13
$54,061

Variance
$10,570

Other Support Services

13/14
$1,080

12/13
$969

Variance
$111

Elementary Nursing Services

13/14
$1,135

12/13
$1,135

Variance
$0

Instructional Staff Training

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Student Assessment

13/14
$33,591

Town of Hope
12/13
$32,125

Variance
$1,466

ARTICLE: 7
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for System Administration.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation
Explanation:
School Committee

Office of Superintendent

$ 96,959
1-7-0

13/14
$11,835

12/13
$11,122

Variance
$713

13/14
$85,124

12/13
$67,738

Variance
$17,386

ARTICLE: 8
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for School Administration.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation
Explanation:
Office of Principal

13/14
$159,325

$ 159,325
1-7-0

12/13
$159,368

Variance
($43)

ARTICLE: 9
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for Transportation and Buses.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation
Explanation:
Transportation

13/14
$98,700

$ 98,700
5-3-0

12/13
$98,275

Variance
$425

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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ARTICLE: 10
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for Facilities Maintenance.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation
Explanation:
Operations & Maintenance

13/14
$198,264

$ 198,264
1-7-0

12/13
$213,004

Variance
($14,740)

ARTICLE: 11
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for Debt Service and Other Commitments.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation
Explanation:
Debt Service

13/14
$37,734

$ 37,734
7-1-0

12/13
$39,289

Variance
($1,555)

ARTICLE: 12
To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate for All Other Expenditures; including School
Lunch.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation

$0
6–2-0

ARTICLE: 13
(Recorded vote required; must record numerical vote tally) To see what sum the Town will vote
to appropriate for the total cost of funding public education from Kindergarten to Grade Eight as
described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act and to see what sum the Town
will vote to raise as the Town’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education from
Kindergarten to Grade Eight as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act in
accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15688.
School Committee Recommends $1,593,741 to be appropriated;
School Committee Recommends $1,140,459 to be raised
Budget Committee Recommendation

2–6-0

State Mandated Explanation: The Town’s contribution to the total cost of funding public
education from Kindergarten to Grade Eight as described in the Essential Programs and
Services Funding Act is the amount of money determined by state law to be the minimum
amount that a municipality must raise in order to receive the full amount of state dollars.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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ARTICLE: 14
(Recorded vote required; must record numerical vote tally) To see what sum the Town will raise
and appropriate for the annual payments on debt service previously approved by the Town voters
for non-state-funded school construction projects, non-state-funded portions of school
construction projects and minor capital projects in addition to the funds appropriated as the local
share of the Town’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education from Kindergarten
to Grade Eight.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation

$37,734
8–0-0

State Mandated Explanation: Non-state-funded debt service is the amount of money needed for
the annual payments on Town’s long-term debt for major capital school construction projects
and minor capital renovation projects that are not approved for state subsidy. The bonding of
this long-term debt was previously approved by the voters.

ARTICLE: 15
(Recorded vote required; must record numerical vote tally) To see what sum the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate in additional local funds (Recommend $ 238,720), which exceeds the
State’s Essential Programs and Services allocation model (Recommend exceeding by $
201,012) as required to fund the budget recommended by the school committee.
School committee Recommends $ 238,720 for additional local funds and gives
the following reasons for exceeding the State’s Essential Programs (EPS) and
Services funding model by $ 201,012:






Increasing enrollment.
Providing wide range of mandated programs that prepare students for High School
including Art, Music, Physical Education, French, Guidance, Gifted Education, Special
Education, Laboratory Research and Technology.
Increasing curriculum development and coordination with Appleton, Lincolnville, and
the CSD.
Employing the best teaching and support staff and supporting their continuous growth
and development.
Stressing the emphasis on individualized and focused instruction that have made Hope
Elementary School one of the highest achieving schools in the State.
Budget Committee Recommendation

1–7-0

State Mandated Explanation:
The additional local funds are those locally raised funds over and above the Town’s local
contribution to the total cost of funding public education from Kindergarten to Grade Eight as
described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act and local amounts raised for the
annual payment on non-state-funded debt service that will help achieve the Town budget for
educational programs.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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ARTICLE: 16
(Recorded vote required; must record numerical vote tally) To see what sum the Town will
authorize the school committee to appropriate for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2013 and
ending June 30, 2014 from the Town’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education
from Kindergarten to Grade Eight as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding
Act, non-state-funded school construction projects, additional local funds for school purposes
under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15690, unexpended balances, tuition
receipts, state subsidy and other receipts for the support of schools.
School Committee Recommends
Budget Committee Recommendation

$ 1,924,645
1–7-0

ARTICLE: 17
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the school committee to appropriate such other sums as
may be received from federal and state grants or programs or other sources during the fiscal year
for school purposes, provided that such grants, programs or other sources do not require the
expenditure of other funds not previously appropriated.
School Committee Recommends a
Budget Committee Recommendation

Yes Vote
7–1-0

Given under our hands at said Hope, Maine, this 23rd day of April 2013.
HOPE BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Timothy Pearse, Chair
Eric Campbell, Vice Chair
Jason Hall
Wendy Pelletier
Brian Powers, Jr.

Remember to vote on Tuesday, June 11!
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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TOWN OF HOPE
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT
MUNICIPAL ELECTION
June 11, 2013 - Tuesday
8:00 AM to 8:00 PM
Hope Town Office

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
June 17, 2013 - Monday
7:00 PM
Hope Elementary School

TO: Mary Tolles, Citizen of the Town of Hope, in the County of Knox
GREETINGS: In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn
the inhabitants of the Town of Hope, in said County, qualified by law to vote in Town affairs, to
meet at the HOPE TOWN OFFICE, in said Town on TUESDAY, the ELEVENTH day of JUNE,
2013 at 8:00 AM then and there to act on Articles numbered 1 through 4;
And to notify and warn the voters to meet at the HOPE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, in said
Town on MONDAY, the SEVENTEENTH day of JUNE, 2013 at 7:00 PM, then and there to act
on Articles numbered 5 through 23, all of said Articles being set out below, to wit:
ARTICLE 1. To elect a Moderator to preside at said meeting.
ARTICLE 2. To elect all necessary Town Officers/Officials by secret ballot.
ARTICLE 3. To vote on the School Budgets by secret ballot as set forth on the specimen
ballots posted herewith.
ARTICLE 4. To vote by secret ballot on the following Referendum Question:
Shall an ordinance entitled “2013 Amendments to the Town of Hope Land Use Ordinance
to Regulate Medical Marijuana Dispensaries and Methadone Clinics” be enacted?
The proposed ordinance is available for public inspection at the Town Office and will also
be available at the Town Meeting.

Polls shall be opened at 8:00 AM and closed at 8:00 PM. Absentee ballots will be processed
at 10:00 AM, 2:00 PM, 3:00 PM, 4:00 PM, 7:00 PM and 8:00 PM.

ARTICLE 5. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate all of the money received from the
State of Maine for snowmobile registrations to the Hatchet Mountain Sno-Riders Snowmobile
Club for the maintenance of their system or network of trails, on the condition that those trails
are open to the public for the purpose of snowmobiling at no charge.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

76

Annual Report 2012 - 2013

TOWN MEETING WARRANT

Town of Hope

ARTICLE 6. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $4,860 from unassigned fund balance
to cover overdrafts in the following Town accounts for Fiscal Year 2011-2012:
Public Safety
$3,674
General Assistance
$1,186
Note: The overdraft in Public Safety resulted from unbudgeted major repairs and
maintenance on the utility truck. The overdraft in General Assistance was a result of
more requests for assistance than were budgeted.
ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Tax Collector to accept prepayment
of taxes not yet committed pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. § 506, with no interest to accrue on any
excess prepaid over the amount finally committed.
ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will vote to set October 1, 2013 as the date when the first onehalf of taxes shall be due and payable, with interest on the first installment to start after that date,
and the date of April 30, 2014 as the date when the second one-half of taxes are due and payable,
with interest on the second installment to start after that date; to set the interest rate at 7.00% for
unpaid taxes pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. § 505(4); and to list taxpayers’ names in the Town Report
if taxes are not paid by June 30, 2014.
ARTICLE 9. To see if the Town will vote to set the interest rate to be paid by the Town on abated
taxes at a rate of 3.00% for Fiscal Year 2013-2014 pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. § 506-A and to
authorize such interest paid or abatements granted to be appropriated from overlay funds or, if
necessary, from unassigned fund balance.
ARTICLE 10. To see what sums the Town will vote to appropriate from non-property tax
revenues to help fund the total Municipal Budget and reduce the property tax assessment for
Fiscal Year 2013–2014 as detailed in Article 11 below:
Selectmen
Vote
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)

Excise Taxes – Vehicles
Cemetery Maintenance
Highway Block Grant
State Revenue Sharing
GA Reimbursement
Grant Income
Unassigned Fund Balance
Abatements and Overlay
Miscellaneous Revenue

Budget Committee
Vote

4-0-0
4-0-0
4-0-0
4-0-0
4-0-0
4-0-0
4-1-0
4-0-0
4-0-0

8-0-0
3-3-2
8-0-0
0-8-0
8-0-0
8-0-0
7-1-0
5-1-2
8-0-0
TOTAL

Budgeted
Amount
$235,000
1,000
35,000
0
1,500
750
80,000
(25,000)
50,000
$378,250
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ARTICLE 11. To see what sums the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Fiscal Year
2013-2014 for the following purposes:
Selectmen
Budget Committee
Budgeted
Vote
Vote
Amount
a) Town Administration – Salaries
4-1-0
0-8-0
$142,408
b) General Administration
4-0-0
5-3-0
41,131
c) Animal Control
5-0-0
2-4-2
9,806
d) Public Safety
1-3-0
3-5-0
99,001
e) Ambulance Services
0-0-4
0-0-8
9,908
f) Municipal Building
5-0-0
8-0-0
11,767
g) Recreation
5-0-0
8-0-0
5,067
h) Street Lights
5-0-0
7-1-0
1,386
i) Roads
5-0-0
7-0-1
332,889
j) Sanitation
5-0-0
7-1-0
49,876
k) Professional Services
5-0-0
8-0-0
26,120
l) General Assistance
5-0-0
8-0-0
3,000
m) Cemeteries
3-1-0
5-0-3
9,197
n) Capital Reserve
4-0-0
7-1-0
21,500
TOTAL MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOTAL TO BE RAISED AND APPROPRIATED

$763,056
$384,806

ARTICLE 12. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to fix the
salaries of the officials and employees appointed by it under provision of 30-A M.R.S.A.
§ 2601(1) and (2), subject to funding under Article 11 above.
ARTICLE 13. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into
multi-year contracts on behalf of the Town.
ARTICLE 14. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen, at its
discretion, to sell by sealed bid or public auction (with the Board of Selectmen reserving the
right to reject any and all bids) and to convey by quitclaim deed any real estate acquired by the
Town for nonpayment of taxes thereon, or to convey the property to the prior owner upon
payment in full of all taxes, interest and charges incurred by the Town.
ARTICLE 15. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to sell or
otherwise dispose of Town-owned personal property with a value of $1000 or less on such terms
and conditions as it deems advisable.
ARTICLE 16. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Treasurer to waive the foreclosure
of tax lien mortgages pursuant to 36 M.R.S.A. § 944 upon a finding by the Board of Selectmen
that ownership of the property that is subject to the tax lien mortgage would be contrary to the
Town’s best interests.
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ARTICLE 17. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept or
reject donations of personal property and/or to accept or reject gifts of money to the various
accounts of the Town for the ensuing year and to appropriate those moneys donated for specific
purposes.
ARTICLE 18. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept
conditional or unconditional gifts of real property provided that no single gift will obligate the
Town to incur liabilities that total $1,000 or more per year, as determined by the Board of
Selectmen.
ARTICLE 19. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the School Board to accept or reject
donations of personal property and/or to accept or reject gifts of money to the various accounts
of the school for the ensuing year and to appropriate those moneys donated for specific purposes.
ARTICLE 20. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply for
State, federal (including Community Development Block Grants) and other grants on the Town’s
behalf for purposes deemed by the Board of Selectmen to be in the best interests of the Town; to
accept such grants, including, when necessary, the authority to sign contracts and related
documents and to accept conditions of approval; and to appropriate such grant funds for any
purpose for which the Town has appropriated funds in Fiscal Year 2013-2014.
ARTICLE 21. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the proceeds of any payment on
insurance claims for damage occurring to Town property, with such appropriation dedicated to
the budget line item for the same type of property as the loss sustained.
ARTICLE 22. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to carry
unexpended funds forward to the next fiscal year within the existing budget line items.
ARTICLE 23. To see if the Town will vote by written ballot to increase the property tax levy
limit of $443,147 established for Hope by State law in the event that the municipal budget
approved under the preceding Articles will result in a tax commitment that is greater than that
property tax levy limit.

GIVEN UNDER OUR HANDS THIS TWENTY-THIRD DAY OF APRIL, 2013.
HOPE BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Timothy Pearse, Chair
Eric Campbell, Vice Chair
Jason Hall
Wendy Pelletier
Brian Powers, Jr.
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TELEPHONE NUMBERS
EMERGENCY CALLS
Fire – 911
Ambulance – 911
Police – 911

Town Office ........................................................................ 763-4199
Town Administrator............................................................ 763-3528
Code Enforcement Officer/Local Plumbing Inspector ....... 763-3528
Animal Control Officer ..............845-2888 or 542-8200 or 975-6785
Assessors’ Agent ................................................................ 763-4199
Road Commissioner....................................... 542-9636 or 785-4685
Fire Station, Hope Corner ................................................... 763-3411
Fire Station, South Hope .................................................... 785-3384
Superintendent’s Office ...................................................... 763-3818
Hope Elementary School .................................................... 785-4081
Camden Hills Regional High School ................................. 236-7800
Five Town Consolidated School District ........................... 230-0025
Mid-Coast Solid Waste Corp. ............................................. 236-7958
Knox County Sheriff (non-emergency) .............................. 594-5656
Town Fax ............................................................................ 763-4195
Town Website .................................................. www.hopemaine.org
TOWN OF HOPE
441 Camden Road
Hope, Maine 04847
Office Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 7:30 – 4:30
Thursday: 2:00 – 8:00
Closed Monday
Phone: 763-4199

Fax: 763-4195

Visit our website!
www.hopemaine.org
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